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WOMEN OF RUMANIA LACKING INTEREST IN BALLOT BOX 


Woman suffrage isn't even a topic in Rumania. Broach it, as 
the modern-minded visitor from any of the countries where a woman 
functions as a person as well as a female, is inclined to do, and you 
meet: First, a smile that is half discouragement, half cynicism. and 
a shrug of the shoulders that conveys the information that "there's 
nithing doing"; second, an admission that this Rumanian you are 
blithely corssexamining on what you believe to be a live local topic 


knows nothing about it; and last, you learn that he cares less. 


AMERICAN WOMAN'S VIEW OF SITUATION 
Here is what my friend, a thoroughly cosmopolitan American woman, 
of wide interests and broad views had to say about that most difficult 


and delicate of modern problems in Rumania. 


"Why" she said, drawing in a long breath, like a swimmer who 
has come up for air," when I got a glimmer - even just a glimmer, for 
these things naturally are so intimate and so hidden that the outsider 
can glide over their surface without even suspecting they are there = of the 
status of the Rumanian woman in the home, as a wife, and of the attitude 
of the Rumanian men to their women, I felt as though I had dropped through 
a hole in the floor of my own time and fallen down and down into the 


depths of a medieval, a patriarchial, a slave and master past, so differ- 


ent, so lacking in equality and mutual responsibility are the relations 
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established in the Rumanian marriage from those that make our own domes- 


tic partnership. Well! My friend is right. 
HUSBAND IMPOSES AND WIFE ACCEPTS 


"Don't misunderstand me, I don't mean that you find cruelty and 
obdasence of affection, and unhappiness. I+ is the point of view of husband 
and wife - the point of view that the husband imposes and the wife accepts, 


according to the customs of the country. 
MARRIAGE IN RUMANIA WOMAN'S MAIN CAREER 


As long as marriage is woman's main career - or, as in the past 
it has been in Rumania, her only career ~ she is going to concentrate 
on getting a husband much more intensely than on getting the vote, and 
if she must get a husband by being pleasing to him, not only with the 
lure of beauty bestowed by nature, but with the subtler and more potent 
charm of ingratiating and beguiling subserviency (so flattering to the 
naive vanity of the male), why then, of course, she will do her artfullest 


best to be pleasing to him. 


If pleasing him includes an utter indifference to everything going 
on outside the circle made by twining their arms around each other, a com= 
plete willingness to accept his word and his point of view for every- 
thing (at least until the honeymoon is over), she makes a point of so 
pleasing him; for whether or not of the same mind in her inmost conscious- 

‘ 


ness, the business of getting a husband is kept well before her by her 


family and her own regard for her future. 
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Oftener than not the heart is as deeply concerned in the busi- 
ness as in interest in the future; for the majority of christian 
Rumania marriages are love matches, and with practically no divorce 


in Rumania - this success in getting a husband means getting a life job. 


The job isn't without its tribulations. The wind of the world- 
wide commotion for women's rights has blown its discontent into 
Rumania and caused the old standpatters to loosen their hold a little 
on the affairs of the wife. Time was, when though the dot was a 
provision from her own family, she couldn't spend it without permission 
of her husband. If he disapproved of her extravagence, or just wanted 
to discipline her, he could countermand her orders to her dress- 
maker or milliner, or any little thing like that. Now it has been con- 
ceded to her that the income from the dot is hers, and she may spend it 
as she pleases; but, of course, the principal, being as it is a provision 
for the care and inheritance of the children (a wise 01d World way of 
maintaining family position), cannot be touched. So now, instead of 


bullying his wife out of her pin money, husband has to wheedle. 


Other little concessions have been made toward women's independ- 
ence. The widow, for example doesn’t fall into the status of a minor 
whose business affairs and person are under the guardianship of the 
males of the family. She becomes head of her family and controller of 


her share of the estate ~ if there is any. 


DISCUSS AMERICAN MANIA FOR DIVORCE 


Rumanians are fond of discussing = with covert satire - what they 
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regard as the American mania for divorce; but toward their extensive 
illicit relations, many of which are due to the absence of divorce, 
they accord an indulgence at—onee rational and a little cynical. The 
parties thereto engage in them at their own risk - especially on the 
feminine side. Charges of breach of promise and betrayal do not figure 
emotionally and sensationally in the courts, and salacious scandals are 
not aired in legal efforts to establish the paternity of illegitimate 
children, simply because the Rumanian point of view is that both the 
man and the woman entering voluntarily into such relations are responsible; 
and the relations being illicit it is illogical to seek legal redress. 
Hence the preponderance of "crimes of passion" by which the violently 


emotional Rumanian temperament settles such affairs out of court. 
RUMANIA ESSENTIALLY A MAN'S COUNTRY 


The absence of divorce - Rumania being essentially a man's country - 
presses heavily on the disillusioned or abused or unhappy wife, partly 
because women, especially of the better classes, have as yet won very little 
in the way of economic independence, and it is rather risky for them to 
quarrel with their bread and butter. The husband can do very much as he 
pleases - and usually does. His "steps aside at Gay street" she often 
must force herself to condone and try to forget under the combined pressure 
of her family and his, her obligation to the children, and the helplessness 


that chains her to bed and board. 


Let the wife make steps aside however, and he can destroy her with 


a breath or a gesture. He can rather ignominiously play safe by having her 
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and her secret lover arrested amd exposed, thus making an outcast 
of her and doling out a sordid punishment to the man; or he can 
make a more dramatic flourish by surprising and killing ~ or going 
through the motions of attempting to kill = one or both whichever 
he does it is the finish of security and happiness for the wife if 


she must remain in Rumania. 
HAPPY MARRIAGES THERE ARE IN PLENTY 


Here there are all the ills of matrimony that make it a precious 
adventure elsewhere, and none of the reliefs, Happy marriages there are 
in plenty, and much comforting compensating domesticity; the middle, 
lower classes having, perhaps, the advantage because of their freer 
choice in marriage. The great families and great fortunes that are united 
for further aggrandisement take their own chances with open eyes. Where 
love does not enter into their marriages they are capable of enduring 
the tragedy of the triangular domestic complication or facing the comedy 
of tacitly accepted quadrangular arrangements with all the composure, 
stoicism, and sophistication of their class, 

Strange agit may seem, and incomprehensible, contrary to those 
highest natural impulses that are sometimes called divine--those impulses 
and and the code that our young social revolutionists are living up to, 
much to the worry and confusion of their old»school fathers and mothers- 
these aristocratic victims of marriages of convenience nevertheless 
fulfill their duty to their class by providing legitimate heirs to their 
great names and fortunes even while their affections are centered and 


their happiness is found elsewhere. 
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Yet ~ happy marriages there are in plenty. Perhaps one reason is 
that the Rumanizn man and woman are in accord = or, at any rate,maine 
tain their conduct the illusion that they are in accord = on these 
points, That the male is the master and the female is the property of 
the male; and they demonstrate this belief in a literal and practical 
way. The characteristic Rumanian jealousy pivots on the Rumanian 
husband's or lover's sense of possession; and it is not always love 
that excites jealousy. He guards a possession against the covetous be~ 


cause it belongs to him, 
SOMETIMES MEN DO SPANK THEIR WIVES, 


This sense of possession enters into the husband's discipline 
ary method, even the casual observer sees this for the humbler classes 
by force or circumstances carry on a good deal of what we call private 
life in public, Occasionally you may see a strict — or maybe only an 
excited ~ disciplinarian suddenly stop in the middle of his argument to 
cuff his wife (or it may be his sweetheart) by way of emphasis; and then, 
still arguing while standing in the middle of the sidewalk with the traf- 
fic flowing around them, as suddenly and impulsively put his arms 
around her, kiss her fondly and with the palm of his hand (handkerchiefs 
never seem to be handy) wipe away the presumably penitent tear from 
her cheek, It seems to be only the argument that matters; the cuffing 
is incidental, the Latin being so given to expressing himself with his 


hands. 
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The man as provider and protector of the family is recognized 
as master, His word is law; and the wife recognizes this either 
by obedience or the most subtle intangible evasion, Nevertheless 
there is happiness because the welfare of the family is the first 
consideration ~ and the fact that there nearly always is a family 


contributes much to the preservation of the happiness, 


In spite of their need to go out of the home to work during the 
war - and they, like the women of the other war-torn countries were 
working~the Rumanian women are not rushing headlong into the ine 
dustrial world, Their men want them at home, and the women want home 
and husband and children; so that what is called the ancient order of 
things still prevails and seems to work very welleat least to the 


apparent satisfaction of those who cling to it. 
SOME WOMEN NOT ABOVE DECEPTION 


Now and then, where love was not the impelling power to marriage, 
being the mere possession of her man irks her, and the woman will- 
just by way of getting even-deliverately and systematically deceive 
her husband by pinching out a franc here and there to hide away for a 
distant day of independence, Ina spirit of uncontrollable aversion 
and revolt against being tied to a man she loathes and from whom cane 
not get away, she will engage in an illicit adventure for the sheer 


satisfaction of deceiving him, 
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Yet the truth remains that woman suffrage isn't even a topic in 
Rumani, today; and the women of Rumania, most consistent in form in 
spite of the fashionable figure of the moment, and functioning as 
female first (in accordance with nature's design) in perpetuating the 


species, appear to be carefree, contented, and unctuously happy. 
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Antoinette 


CAIN $I ABEL 


Si-amandoi doar au plecat odat' 
> 

S'aduca jertfa Celui Prea Inalt, 
Si Cain cel cu sufletul hain, 


$1 Abel cel smerit si cel blajin. 


Si Cain mandru, aprig si'ngaénfat, 
Ceva din roada Campului a dat; 
Iar Abel umilit si prea supus, 


Ce-avea mai bun in turma a adus. 


Si, Cel de sus, Inaltul Creator, 
PT 

Ce vede si priveste jertfa lor, 
Nu paele ce ard cu fum urat 


Ci jertfa cea de miel lui ia placut. 


Si portile ceresti i-a fost descnis 
3 

Lui Abel, sa priveasca'n paradis; 
lar Cain cel viclean, si necurat 


Sa-si ispaseasca aici a lui pacat. 


Jackson. 
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Cum poate fi aga, raspunse el, 
Cain, cel rat la suflet si misel. 
Cum poate ase ca jertfa lui 


Sa nu fie placuta Domnului? 


S'atuncia de mandrie biruit, 
Afurisand si blestemand cumplit, 
Cu forta lui Satan s'a fost incins, 


Pe Abel cel prea drept el l'a ucis! 


Priviti acum cel suflet prea curat 

3 
Cum sta deadreapta Celui Prea Inalt; 
Iar Cain, fugitiv si tremurand 


Cu frica si blestem sta pe pamant. 
9 


Caci Cain mandru rau si indracit 

Ce-avu mai rati in holde a jertfit; 

Tar Abel cel umilit si prea aipus, 
>. 


Ce avu mai bun in turme a adus. 


Source; Rumanian newspaper "America". 


Mareh 15, 1957. 
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CAIN AND ABEL 


A literal translation from the Rumanian newspaper “America”. 
March 13, 1°37. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


Both perhaps left at once, 
To bring sacrifice to the Almighty. 
Cain with malevolent heart, 


And Abel the humble and gentle one. 


Cain proud, ferocious and vivacious, 
Somewhat off the wayside gave, 
While Abel humble, and too submissive, 


What he had of the best in herd, he brought. 


And the One above, the Almighty Creator, 
Who sees and understands their sacrifice, 
Not the straw that vurns with ugly smoke, 


But that of the lamb pleased Hin. 
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And the heavenly portals were opened 
To Abel, to see the paradise; 
While Cain the sly and unclean, 


Remained outside to atone his guilt. 


How can it be so, answered he, 
Cain, the bad one at heart and mean, 
How can it be that this sacrifice, 


Should not please the Master. 


And then by pride overcome, 
Blaspheming, cursing ferociously, 
With Satan's strength endowed, 


Abel the upright, he killed. 


Look now at the very clean soul 
How he sits at the right of the Too High One, 
While Cain, fugitive, and trembling 


With fear and blasphemy stays on earth. 


For Cain proud, hateful and exasperated, 
What he had in worst of seeds he sacrificed, 
While Abel, the humble and very submissive one, 


What he had of the best in flock he brought. 
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MARTIRUL DIN ST. QUENTIN 


Ce groasnice chimuri , 
Ce martiri nespuse, 
Toate tu le induri 


Inocentule MOONE. 


Ai fost si tu ferice, 

» 
Intre familia, si amici. 
Se poate ca tu aice 


Vitat in veci vei fi? 


Invidia, ura si calomina, 
9 
Pe tine te-au urmarit 
Pan'ce in groasnica puscaria, 
+ 


Te~au vazut nenorocit. 


Chimuri fara seaman 
Ca un martir ai indurat 
Departe de lume si oameni 


Esti de viu inmormantat. 
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Nu dispera inocente, 
Chimal ta va avea sfarsit. 
Destul, plansete, lamente! 


Glasul tau a fost auzit. 


Nu numai familia ta, 
Ci si scriitori plin de talent, 
Ei iti iau apa&rarea, 

8 


Stiindu-te inocent. 


Prin scrisul lor lumea te va auzi. 
Curagi! Nu despera. 
Inocenta o va rasplati 


b 


Dreptatea va triunfa. 


By. 


Antoinette Jackson. 
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THE MARTYR OF ST. QUENTIN 


A literal translation from the Rumanian poem, dedicated to Mr. MOONEY. 
By 
Antoinette Jackson. 


What atrocious agony, 
What untold suffering, 
All you endure: 


Innocent MOONEY. 


You were happy too, 
Among family and friends. 
Is it possible, that 


Y ou will be forgotten ? 


Envy, hatred, and calumny, 
Folowed you, 


Till in the miserable jail, 


They saw you unhappy. 


Agony unequaled, 
You endure like a martyr, 
Awey from the world and its people, 


Buried alive. 
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Don't despair, innocent one, 
Your agony will end, 


Enough, crying, and lamenting? 


Y ou have been heard. 


Not only your family, 
But also writers of talent, 
Take your part, 


Knowing you innocent. 


Through their writings the people hear you. 
Courage!]® Don't despair. 
The innocence will repay it, 


The right will triumph, 
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The biography of Dimitru Iogu. 
It is not easy to classify the birth-place 
of Dimitru Iogu, for the reason that subdivisions of Roumania 


ere not at all in conformity with the subdivisions of the U.S. 


Suffice it to say however, that the individual of this biogra~ 
phy, namely Dimitru Iogu, was born in a little town, more pro- i 
perly designated as a hamlet, known as Beresti, located in the 
nation or kingdom known as Roumania. 
| Dimitru was the eldest son of ANDRWI I0GU 
and his wife Maria Iogu. There were three other children, a 
“all of them much younger than Dimitru. | 


At the time Dimitru was born, the Roumanian 


government had no public school system, therefore when he reached 


the age of six years, he was sent to the local priest of the 
Greek Orthodox church for some smattering of an education, 


At the age of 12 years Dimitru was appren- 


tieed to 4 anoerecer: whose wife was not very kindly disposed 
towards anyone of her husband's apprentices. Nevertheless, 

Dimitru performed all of the menial duties which were imposed 
upon him either by the old shoemaker or by his wife, and aft' 


er laboring and sweating four years, the length of his appren- 


ticeship, he was given his discharge with the blessings of 
his masters, 

Being only I6 years of age, although a 
| good shoemaker, he could find no work in his home -town, For 
altho nearly everyone who could afford it had the shoes made 


to order, as was then the costum, yet the great majority 


4 i a 


wugpt wad bad 


» xt {Fh 


oD on. De ens: 


‘3 Hi wes Ort 4 


‘ 


toy pte ae) asta 


Be 


walked about eo, rw wore sandels. Hence, there were 
not enough costumers even for the old experienced shoemekers. 
What to do next was a problem to Dimitru until one day his 
mother suggested to him to try a larger city, the nearest of 
which to his home -town was Yassi. Accordingly, his parents 
gave him two franks (about forty cents) and he began his jour- 
ney on foot. Reaching Yassi, which was even then a city of 
about 150000 in habitants, Dimitru began immediately to look 
around for work in all the Shoemakers shops, put after a 
week's effort he gave up in despair. During that week how- 
ever, he was befriended by a prosperous shoemaker who at one 
of their conversation said: " Why don't you emigrate to a new 
country, where everyone who is industrious not only finds 
‘plenty of work , but may also become rich! ?"" What country 
ig that?" quaried Dimitru. "Why", said his newly found friend 
"America." And,"added the kindly shoemaker, "I will sdvance 
you the money for the trip to America, if you will return it 
to me as soon as you can." Neediess to say, "Dimitrunot only 
thanked him, but he was so overwhelmed thet he cried. 

Dimitru wrote to his parents that he was 
emigrating to America, a land where everyone had an oppor~ 
tunity to work as well as become rich, and shortly thereafter 
he embarked upon the long journey. 

Dimitru Iogu arrived in New-York in the 
month of April, 1885 at the age of about I7 years. His 


trade as a costume shoemaker was not much in demand ant) 
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lacking funds for the necessities of life, he applied for a 
job as a dishwasher in a Restaurant Kitchen. He was put to 
work immediately at a wage or tiwe Dollars & werk and: his food 
He continued in that place about six months, but during that 
time he became acquainted with others of his countrymen among 
whom was one, who owned @ shoe-store of ready to wear shoes. 
Knowing that one who served a four years apprenticeship in 
Roumania must be a good costume-made shoemaker, the owner of 
the shoestore advised Dimitru to quit diswashing and to start 
making shoes to order in his shoestore, where there was plen- 
ty of vacant space. The shoestore owner agreed to advance 
Dimitru Ten Dollars a week until the made-to-order shoes de- 
partment will show a profit which they will divide between 
themselves. 

Dimitru Knew his trade thouroughly and 
hence, in about two years, he and the shoestore owner became 
full partners. At the end of the third year Dimitru returned 
the full amount plus interest to his Roumanian friend, who 


befriended him in Yassi, and he also sent a substantial sum 


of money present to his parents. At the end of the fifth year, 


he sent for his parents and his brothers and sisters, and they 
all settled in New-York. 

At the age of 22 years Dimitru married an 
hueoios a born girl, The entire Iogu family were lucky ever 
since they arrived in the United States, and hence all of its 
members became rich, Even old man Andrei Iogu altho only an 


illiteraite farmer in Roumania, engaged in busimess in New- 


York, 


——— 


if 
| 
{ 
i 


b Yas ee xis 
- a 
vie iat Seawike oa 


ond 
Xs 


1 


& BoossS 


ea, th enbth 


bud lida 


ie treed 08, 


Shed > CUMS it 


\ 


vi 5ks I iy 


SDKs 


cn ee ae 


- 


Athy wrod 


ee bovine iat a 


X ‘ f 
- 


Bev Rots: embod & 


Ane 


is ne 


nd jy i kainate ni ie i 


7 
ner é 3 
oh tie - ne 
.. : 


Fo ll 


lll acme bakes 
ae FEE: 4 
pe ee ie, : 
we. 2 BAP 
AX, wns /) La hak 7 ane: 


Antonelli rovchao,Betcorch lel 
i toe Bengreprbey Dj y 
BK tna Lhe ove child of 


& 
ay fl 
= 
~ 
D3 


Z 


3 | pies pigge 2 Ort got Kas 


Or Yi 


ESTE ay Se eee | 


ae . 
Ry 
Pt Sa he ae oe - ae tah 
to oo eae fee eee eT | hd ‘weet my fia Os8 Rain SD, ek ae : 


ePRa ok at 


: rn 
~ i. ae ISOS | 


eg i tS tees Se cee <2 Sigos Maes Le: 
nega AK ia ~e ee teas Ston, EAS SS 
Bicig Naas Rants, Soares | 

S$... CAS 
Adasen brdoanncs 8 Saeeay 2 os SodSg s 


stun Go che ee F 


bile bd 
Sa SSS 85 : 


be Nap eden: 


oe ABs ROR GETS XS Sie, osha SS 


+8, oy ae Oe 


Mme ‘fp, Wee nase 


) lied 


Me ll eA be ti by the 


ae 


Ye ee CO, 
aa 
oe 


B ee 


Th we: awe 


eh ia 
oe oS 


2 Et: Yin, ee lh. ra TAD She an PPS, if ene 
> 


| - sae 2 eS dos &. mS << 


ec caeean Sos WS 


anette 


oe eZ 


ee. | ? 


TIE. 


% dhe ols a HOR 


' ? 
ly Pal 
5 * _ 


BIS GA. ee eet 
Me Ca Sle Pa 
ge 7 


gl. $ . 


Die AS ES 


ake 
seas NAD 
ay 


a 


ta > : + 
AS, 


; : ce \ Me A } x, yes a yc ‘7 Bk eX beck : 
Te ke pee ; Be id Rt Sd, Ashe Pak es er i) ) ae aes tak » a 
ae ra “Re i a: 
*, , ae, 4 
4 te Nic ins : % X 


= eT EN i tks Mh SU Ge ay Cae ee a Pe So 
, : ; : i 


eo “ 


“ 


‘ae : ; ta ‘eo 
praia SY F te de ney a PSE 


} 
; 
a 
# 
b, 
+ 
a 
? 
y 
s 
§ 
Ww 
# 


< y te 
TS. % ro bran 
ha ee BS a, 
o, 
aa ee ae ee ee 


SRE te ee wa NTS pepe the ed eT tet Nee 


x . fi ‘ 
a i 
4 
- 
% nN 
iy a ay mt % 
Se aim Oe - ah" , 


ee meee Maes 
ee. peel eS ee 
ae Tests: 


ai ; A) 


EDI, | By Sera ee. Ve 
“ ‘ oy ’ ete ‘ae 


ee tel Le. ey a) ha peel ie 
Qo thot Leorturabope BI tay hel 


Se ae, coca al fe aor ovche art 
nerrthanrees oF fe derlecans ta bud 


Say 
j 


a a aod 


= nS o> beer. cr weer ee OY tel ee eR ee ne, a ae , a 4 2 
Ks qise Fi =e » Slee Pads A Sul ta aah i ee te et es me i ce 4 ae - 7" ¢ ee = 
c : xi - - aa i cf sol oe ee. “ 
¥ : ; oe 79 ee Pa “ 
: ’ wee, a “yt Eater 


ee yy A 


Sorare 


as a ne: ee OLS 


| 

nae =a : ; 

me aire Jat | 3 ASX 
. : | 


~ ~ ae ments 
=" wes i" a “as “ite 4 Ps bom wy A state 
| v 


S 
m 
Sarees. | 
Shoes S. 


mers Nie 
‘pes seo ak por 


Sa 


eae 


SEO 


FO OE oma Timm, is Pe ete 


os of hae Cod: 0 a9 ae Oe Ae } 
te 


aA SB : ' is twat ey ae 1 aac i OS ae te a yee 
f Gh sco ha "Shey es , oe e Aa el erg ae 
ae ‘ aCe ey ek, BRON lod ss) A Ty @ ae eas ae 
PRC a ph i a me : ay > Pa: Pad at f =a a ‘ yi apne ae Su Oth ve 


ay 

i 

a 

@ 

- ‘ 
7 


faring eae 
Tg AO alle ommad: ad fe gee 


ee allo a eg, 
xe rigs els iz nttprelable Kr. 


a 
> oe 


et 


= OY. Bes oot, the to 


og fon cet of Beas, 


“al 


LG 
Ase 
-~ 
Q. 
SS 
o 


a 
se) 
(ih eR 
oer 
ee 
Dr eeee 

Grey 

a 
oO 


r A plant ¢ 
# hoa 


Ivan Sigur, fifty-two years old, was born in the city of 


Bhatia, Roumania, shartly after the surrender of the fortified 


al of Plevna by the Yurkish to the Russian army in 1378. His 
fatner, ilie Sigur, was a dragoman by professim, meaning in 
the Gnglish language an interpreter, having mastered ten lan- 
guages before he was twenty~five years of age. 

There was mly one place at that time, where one could 


learn so many differmt languages, and that was around Egypt 
and the Red Sea during ths building of the Suez Canal. People 
from all nations, especially workingmen , flocked to that part 
of the world, because those who could seoure work, and very few 
could not, were well paide Some were siall tradesmen, and among 
them was Ilie Sigur. 

After accumulating some money Ilie decided to return to 
Roumania on the account of a raging eye disease, known to this 
day as trachoma. This disease is chiefly caused by the sand 
that is carried long distances by the desert winds from Africa 
blowing towards the north-eastern portion of that continent and 


also by the extreme heat prevailing there. At any rate, when he 


returned to his home in Koumania, Ilie Sigur found a male heir 


who was named after his father, Ivan. He did not remain long in 


his home, however, for he was euployed by the Russian Government 


to act as interpreter for the general staff of its army which 
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was then waging war against the Turks. 

AS soon as hostilities ceased, Ilie Sigur was discharged, 
and he again returned to his native city and country. 

From the age of about seven years to his fifteenth year, 
Ivan was kept in the best schools that money could procure for 
him to enter, but thereafter there wes no school to which he 
could be sent in tmt city. 

After consulting various teachers, Ilie was advised to 
send his son to either Crakow or Vienna. Both cities were then 
in the country known as Austria-Hungary, but the former city was 
inhabited mostly by Polish people, whereas the latter city was 
predominently German. 

Roumanians of that time were very friendly towards Germans, 
but not at all towards Polish people, so therefore, Ilie decided 
to personally take his son to Viennae 

<n Vienna ivan was placed in a school where students were 
provided with board and lodging and such educational instruction 
as would thoroughly prepare one for a university. 

From about the middle of the nineteath century to the be- 
ginning of the last war, the World War, life in Vienna was un- 
like that of any other city on this planet. In the first place, 
everyone who could at all afford it, and very few could not, li- 
terally and figuratively, lived what we in the United States 
might call the “highlife." With its bemtiful natural environ- 
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ments, its charming and graceful women, its enchanting music, its 
thoroughly Bohemian and cosmopolitan atmosphere, its care-free 
people, Vienna was a veritable heaven on earth. In this whirl- 
wind, so to speak, Ivan was left to take care of himself as best 
he could. He was only about eighteen years of age when he found 
himself attached to a Viennese beauty who practically enslaved 
him to her heart's content and to his own und oing. 

fo Ivan, mmey was a great necessity in order to entertain 
his innamorata as well as provide her with all the luxuries and 
pleasures she craved; therefore he wrote to his father very of- 
ten for money, giving all s@ts of reasons for needing it, but 
never the true facts. In time however, his father suspected 
that something was wrong, and he decided to journey to Vienna 
to make a persmal investigatim. 

Ilie Sigur, as soon as he reached Vienna, called at his 
son's school and his inquiry revealed the information that his 
son had not been seen for several days and no one could give 
him any clue as to where he might be found. The only thing he 
could do was to abide his time ani watch the entrance to the 
school. Two days later about twelve o'clock noon, Ilie's 
watchfulness was rewarded. 

While standing in the courtyard and talking to one of his 
son's schoolmates, he noticed his son at a distance of about one 


hundred feet walking leisurely towards the entrance of one of the 
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dormitories. 

AS soon as his son had crossed the threshold of the door 
through which he had entered, Ilie Sigur asked the young man 
with whom he was engaged in a conversation, who lived within 
the dormitory to whieh he pointed. ‘the answer was about fif- 
ty students, anmg them being Ivan Sigur. Thereupon Tlie asked 
the young man if he would mind showing him his son's room, and 
Without a second's hesitation, the latter did se. At the door, 
before entering, Ilie thanked the young man, and they parted. 
Immediately after, no me being about in the hall, Ilie gave 
one short knock on the door, and withot waiting for the usual 
"intreet" (come int), was within the room with the closed door 
behind him. He went up to hia waere his son was standing, who 
felt almost shocked, and extended his hand, saying: "Son, I 
have come to pay you a visit. I have been called to an impor- 
Gant business engagement that requires my personal presence." 
the only thing which the son could say was "Father, I am happy 
what you have come, md I hope that you business call will 
prove profitable." Nothing more ws said by either until they 
heard the sound of a belle Ilie asked his son why the bell 
rang at that time of day, and he was informed that it was lunech- 
time. At that Ilie asked his son to join him for lunch at any 
restaurant he wished to go. The gon however had made other en- 


gagements, and he sajd; "Father dear, not today. I made an 
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appointment for to-day's luncheon some tine ago with a few of my 
schoolmates and it would be dishonorable for me not to appear. 
But I shall dine with you at the Kaisehoff Hotel at eight o' 
clock and shall remain with you just two hours, for at ten o' 
sLock I must be back in the dormitory". LIlie betrayed no sign 
of displeasure, but on the contrary, he wished his son a pleasant 
time and departed. 

After leaving his son, Ilie called on a private detective 
agency and procured the services of one of its men. His instrue- 
tions to the detective were to follow his son after leaving the 
Kaisehoff Hotel and as soon as he had made certain where his son 
went to return to the hotel and report to him. wvhe detective was 
given detailed information where father and son would be sitting 
in the lobby of the hotel from about nine P.I, on, and prior to 
the sai's departure the detective was to obtain, by himself, a 
full description of young Sigur. 

At about 9:50 P.M., the two Sigurs shook hands and each 
went his way, the father to his room and the son into the street. 
in front of the hotel young Sigur took a cab and the detective 
took the next one. Little dreaming that he was being pursued, 
in about fifteen minutes, young Sigur's cab stopped in front of 
& Small house, paid the coachman and dismissed him. fhe detec- 
tive made certain of the number of the house and immediately re- 
turned to the Kaiserhoff Hotel and reported to llie. What move 
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to make next, Ilie could not decide at the moment, therefore 
he instructed the detective to find out who dived in the house 
where his son had gone and to report to him the next day at 
noon. 

The next day the detective reported that a young woman ab- 
out twenty-one or twenty-two years of age lived in that house. 
She had been married and her Support came from @ young man, whose 
father was a wealthy Roumanian . Her mame was Margaret Sehnitzler. 

At about 1:00 P.M. young Sigur called at his father’s hotel 
where they had a luncheon engagement » Before they went to the 
dining room young Sigur said 3 "Father, before you leave Vienna, I 
assume you will leave in a day or two, for Roumania, I wish you 
would leave me two thousand Gulden (a Gulden or Ducat was the 
equivalent of about fifty cents in United States money). I owe 
that much to various students for money borrowed and lost in 
foolish card games." Without giving any indication as to how his 
son's request for money affected him, Ilie told his son tmt it 
was time for lunch. During the luncheon Ilie asked his son what 
progress he has made in his studies and whether he had decided 
which one of the many professions he preferred to follow. Young 
Sigur told his father that he considered himself me of the best 
students in his class and that after graduating from that school 
he would prefer to enter a medical school. His ambition was to 
become a good surgeon. (The fact was that the Director of the 
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school gave Ilie an unfavorable report regarding his son's 

Standing in the class). inuneheon being over, the two returned 
to Ilie's room. After a few moments Ilie said; "Sen, you and 
i are leaving Vienna to-morrow. Go to your dormitory and pack 
ali your things. It is now 2:30 P.M. At four o'clock I shail 
Gall for you. Before you leave the school we shall cail on the 
Director and settle the account to date, and from the students 
from whom you borrowed money, give me a list of their names and 


the amount of money you owe to each and when we reach home you 


will mail bank-drafts to all". 


After listening to his father's instructions the young fel- 
low could not utter a syllable. He almost fainted.. All he could 
Say was: “Why, father?" But Ilie had made up his mind to rescue 
his son from a youthful escapade and he was fully resolved on 
that step. Young Sigur kmew that his father's decision could not 
possibly be over-ruled and to defy him was out of the question, 
therefore without sayinga single ward to any one, not even to 
his inamorata, hs obeyed his father and the next day they were 
both on the way to Roumania. ; 

When they reached home, Ilie had a confidential talk with 
his wife and about three weeks later they were all bound for the 
United States. After landing in New York they rested about one 
week and made preparations for their journey to San Francisco 


where Ilie had a brother woo had emigrated some years previous. 
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After arriving in San Francisco, and in a fatherly fashion, 
Tlie told his son all that he had learned about him while he vas 
& student in Vienna. Wevertheless, if he was sincere in his de- 
cision to become a surgeon he would give him another chances. Young 
Sigur assured his father that he was certain in his om mind that 
he wanted to become a Surgeon. In about seven years, at the age 
of about twenty-six years Ivan was & full fledged physician and 
Surgeon. For some years he was quite successful. He married 
when thirty years old and has two children, one son and one daugh- 
‘ter. Shortly after the collapse of the stock mrket in 1929 his 


Wife died and ever since he has had great difficulty in obtain- 
: ing sufficient incom: from his medical practice to secure at 
least the necessities of life for himself ana his two children. 
: | He is competent in his profession, industrious, and free from 
vices. His few remaining patients cannot afford to pay him, and 
his childr@m can secure no remnerative worke They are both tak- 


ing commercial courses in night schools. 
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Ghica Vladimirescu was born in Braila, Roumania. when he 
Was about six years of age, he asked his father to buy a violin 
in order that he might learn to play that instrument. I+ seems 
that Ghica was a lover of music. His father, however, refused 
to yield to the youngster's entreaties upon the ground that he 
did not want a gypsy in the family. Now it is true that nes% mu- 
sicians, especially the good ones, in Roumania were at one time 
mostly gypsies, ani therefore, it was not in accordance with so- 

Gial custom for a white boy to study music ana to play any musical 
instrument. Girls on the other hand, particularly of the wealth- 
jer class, might be instructed to play the plano, mt a boy's ca- 
reer was destined for more unaesthetic vocations.s Not having been 
able to persuade his father to change his mind, the youngster con- 
tinued his studies in a private school until he reached the age 
of about seventecn years, when, taking advantage of his father's 
absence, he closed his books and left the school for good. There- 
upon he enlisted in the army with the express understanding that 
he was to be attached to any regiment's musical band in order to 
become a musicians 

Bui Ghica being too ignorant and with no experience whatso- 
ever in worldly matters, he learned too late that an fzmy musical 
band had neither string nor piano musical instruments; therefore, 
he md to learn to play the next best msical instrument which, ) 
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according to the musical band's conductor, was a clarinet. Not 
many monthe elapsed before the new musical recruit mastered that 
instrument. Indeed, the hand's conductor was go pleased with his 
pupil that the former gave the latter the privilege of his ow 
home, where most of the music was written for the respective musi- 
cal instruments from a score. (The art of printing music was not 
in full use at that time). And when the Conductor was certain 
that his new pupil was acquainted with the ranges of every musical 
instrument, the former often gave the baton to the latter to lead 
the band. 

For about two and one half years Ghica was a musician in an 
army musical band in Roumania, and during most of that time his 
father tried his utmost to dissuade him from continuing such an 
unprofitable as well as socially despised vocation, but the son 
continued with his career on the grounds that he could not secure 
his discharge. | | 

At this time, a new angle developed. Ghica's mother divorced 
his father, married again, and shortly thereafter emigrated to the 
United States and established themselves in New York. For about 
fifteen years Ghica had not heard from his mother and one day a 
letter was delivered to him from her wherein she wrote to the ef- 
fect that she wold provide him with all the necessary trans porta- 
tion if he will ask for his discharge from the army musical band 
and come to the United States where he could become almost anything 
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Only could speak and write that jangua ge well, mt he passed a ri- 


he desired. After consulting with his father regarding the con- 
tents of his mother's letter, father end son agreed that it would | 
be best for the latter's future to accept his mother's offer. Ac- 
cordingly, after considerable effort Ghica was discharged from the | 
army, and in the year 189] he emigrated to the United States. 

Ghica, when he arrived in the United States spoke Xoumanian, 
French and German fluently, but hardly award of the English lan- 
guage. Nevertheless, he applied himself industriously to the study 
of English, and after about one year in the United States he not 


gid examination before the Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and secured a certificate certifying that he was capable of 


registering as a law student in any university in the state of 
New York. Thereafter he did matrioulate ata university, and af- 
ter studying two years (the required period of study for a license 
to practise law), he was graduated with the degree of L.L.B. 

But Ghica was too ambitious. He was not guite content with 
being a lawyer--he wanted to be a medico-legal expert. Therefore, 
he had to begin the study of medicine, in order to obtain the de~ 
gree of M.D, Accordingly, he began to study medicine, and after 
four years the degree of M.D. was conferred upon him. Then it 
dawned upon him that as a medico-legal expert he would not be 
able to earn enough to keep the proverbial wolf away from his 
door. He thus mgaged in the practice of medicine exclusively. 
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E But to his great regret, he had no liking vhikhevex for this pro- 
fession, and after practising about seven years he abandoned At. | 
‘For sometime thereafter he tried his hand at writing, mt the 

_ @nvironment around him then was against him and he lacked the 

2 a power to change his environment. Following this, he wrote 
Comments on the decisions of the courts of last resort of the 
forty-eight states for about two years, and for the last twenty- 

: five years he has been engaged in the practice of law. To be hon- | 
| est about it, Ghica mst confess that he not only does not shine | | 
“as a lawyer, but he sometimes does not know how to keep the "wol- 
ves" away from his door. His Opinion is that parents should as- 
Certain what a child likes to become in the complicated conditions 
of human so ciety, and to yield to his yearning. 
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ee TORUS OF RUMANTAN FOLKLORS 
3s pl pas aac 


oR Siege “the ‘Masteine ‘of Gualion -— the strugele between good and 
ri or DUALISH evil -- te the central ‘odvanman in Bumenian folk tradition as re- 
 ‘J8 RELIGIOUS 


2 ua RADITION gards religious beliefs, A well-lmown proverb, “God is great, but 


is 
ae 
tae 


> the devil is clever too," is fortified by another which exhorts that 


“it is well to light « taper to the devil also -- every now «n4 then." 
Ané the stories about the crestion of ‘the world are colored by this 


* 
a same attitude. When the Almighty appears in the guise of a dove, 


- the devil accompanies him as a duckling. Again when the Almighty 
comes out from = water lily, the devil approaches him ani inquires: 
"Who art thou, chia? : 
| "I em God Saboath"® -- and pointing ent «+ “ani that, up 

there, is the sun, ay assistant." | 
: One tradition even testifies to « sort of brotherhood be- 
Siem God and the devil, beth drifting through the infinity of prin- 
eval waters, How they came to be together, mo one could tell. But it 
is told thet God said to the devils: 
"Go end fetch some clay from the bottom of the sea." 
‘The devil st once plunged, but Gs of teking the cley in 
OF GOD God's name, he took it in his own name; and the water washec away the 
clay. Once more he plunged, but in vain. But on the third plunge he 
thought of using both his own and God's name, and a little cley stuck 
‘under the nails of his fingers. Out of this God made a cake of earth, 


Him." and he ‘tried to drown G¢4. But in shatever direction he pushed 
the clay, it stretched further and further under God's body. 


; 
f 


upon which He thought to rest s while. Being very tired He fell asleep. 


Then the devil whispered in hig mind: “Now 16 may chance to cet rid of 


: i Ae water Goa esked the tortoise to dive and find out whether er not eny eo 
earth could be found, Obeying God,the tortoise presently returned, with 
some cley in its south, a sufficient sign for God to bid the waters to 
retire on both sides and let the earth come up. 

; ; the hedgehog also had a share in the work of creation, end it 
ise grave sin to kill it. It sopears that when God decided to fashion 
the earth, He took in His hands both woof end warp, and then while mea- 
suring the heaven he gave the warp te the. hedgehog to hold. One version» 


adds that the hedgehog held the warp loosely, so the earty exceeded the 


¢ 


_ fhus, with the devil's cunning assistence, the earth expanded e 
into en imzense paneske; and gue to the carelessness of the hedgehog it 
i larger than the sky. The Crestor was perplexed and annoyed. His 
good work night have been spoiled, had it not been for the kind bee. 
Passing the hiding place of the devil, the bee heard the evil one mut~ 
- tering to nimself: “Clever Be pretends to be -- . this God, bat lock at 


| ‘His doings, Were T Goa, T should have crushed the earth in my arus, ond 
80 made it fit the aky." The bee hastened to inform God ho too the 


bint, curshed the earth into. its present form, with nountainsy hills 


Say ey Pee eee a pea 
ES SST, 


and volleys, pa then rewarded the bee with a blessing that thereafter 
“a mient produs the honey and @lse the wax for church tapers. But he 
re reachin Goa egein, the bee met with a serious misfortune: the 


"e 
si 


ort enue her, and struck her with a iid: nearly cutting her in two, 


at Nes - Aocorting t to the Rumanien tradition, the creation of the 

Q Cie took place on @ Tuesday, Therefore one mast not proceed on a 

journey, or get married, er start anything important on that partioa- 
lar ¢ey. A proverd about emyone unlucky says: “As if he vere born 

on Tuesday." When everything is going erong, & Mecendne says: "All 
things upside down and the webbing on a Tuesday.* 

As for Setartey, one mist not finish any work on that day, 
since 1¢ was the last day of creation. On Sundey, of courses, God 
rested. Consequently, Sunday mst be glorified sith feasting and 
Joliity. A Rumanian folk song runs as fellows: 

"Who érinks end makes merry 
Never thinks of sin, 
God Himself joyed. 
When He buklt the world: 
But there wes no one 

. fo share in His Joy.® 

One of the various versions with regard to the ereation of 
man and wowan ie to the effect that God created them because Re was 
lonely. He fashioned two dolls cut of clay, end breathed life inte 
them, Another version says that it was the devil who first conceived 


the idea of the two clay dolls; bat being unable to cive life to then 


he asked the help of the Almichty. And that is why the body, with its 
many teuptations, is ‘inhee the sway of the devil. 

5 udesonen another story says that God created the first man in 
Bis, nae. own image -- then, partly following the Biblican tradition, 
the tele gees on to say that God took offe of the man's ribs ond left it 
for a space, in order to sew ~ the place from which the rib was tkimen. 
The devil, seeing the bib, transforned himself inte « dog and stole it. 
es When God turned round He saw the dog with the rib in its mouth. He ran 
ee end ran efter the dog, until at ceesspaths He got hold of the dog's tail. 
Mow the dog pulling on one side and God on the other, the tail broke 


al ee Ao ae ue as tees, ee 4 es 
sshd "tet woman be nade out of this." | 
. idee 40 aloo a version whieh exye that after God had cre- 
AP ated the ssn He felt thet the man must have a compsnion, Accordingly 
‘ ‘Ke called an angel to Bim and spoke: “Go into the orchard #here you 
2 will ‘find the men asleep. fake a rib from his left side -- but do it 
gently, 20 25 aot to ewaken him. Bring the rib to me." The angel 
found the sleeping men, end very softly took « rib from his left side. 
‘But when. the angel returned he found that God Himself had felien a- 
sleep. The engel did uct dere to awaken Him and stood by the door 
oe The devil came in, end asked: 
; "Thy do you stay cuteids the door, instead of pre in?" 
"I dare not awaken the Lord God," sas the reply. 
Ae What have you in your hand?” anked the devil. 
e ee | "A rib.” | 
: | “Pray, let me see it.” 
| The angel unsuspecting cave him the rib; sherect the devil 
Tan sway with it. Followed by the frightened sngel, the devil fen 
from place to place, avoiding his pursuer, Presently the devil hid in. 
a hol®, and the engl cuaght him by the tail, Palling hard, the angel 
dislodged the gevil's tail, but the devil remained deep in the hole. ~ 
x Mow shat an I going to sey to Goat™ the engel lncented to 
himself, returning = hous the rib. 
me found Goa still sleeping, and he said to himself: "I a1 
i whee a nd Be may do whatever He thinks best with me." And so 
_ the angel ‘erieds: “Lord, Lord," end the Lord ansvered j on. ares 
— cadens a 


and 20 the woman, according to this version, was made of the 
devil's tail, 
ss Phe Bumenisn peasant mind considers the humen fonsle as s low 
creature indeed, he low en@ Aiabolicel charactor of woman is further 
"enhanced by the fact that she was supposed to have had emorous relations 
with the devil. 

: Bas ies adn oars : Phe moon is supposed to be a beautiful maiden sister of the : 
‘os an san. & populer Christuss carol alludes to her as 


"The little sister of the satene” 
fhe fairies’ little niece.... 


a a tod) another song speaks of the noon in this fashion: dl 


mony the sister of the sun | 2 
Stands at the gate of peradise.* 


And @ folk-tale tells about the bridegroom who was carried ie 
away on ‘the very night of his wedding. The distracted ena, pennesiie | 
the feiries, set out to find him. On her way she arrived at the palace 1 
of the Sun-God who answered te 211 her inguiries: 

iy dsughter, I know nothing of this rape, for I shine only ‘ 
| dy day, and your masband wos ccrried avey at night. You mst zo to the : 


Woon-Goddoss, ay sister. She dwells on the other side of the world." H 
Then there is the legend alleding te the sun's attempt at an 


Ancestuous union bea his own sister, the soon. The sun is supposed to 


é ¢ of & brother weting ht « om ‘sistert® 
| The sun darkened them and nounted to the throne of God praying 


that he sight be allowed to marry her Whereapon fod abowed the sun 
doth hell ana peradise, and bade him choose between the two. And the 


. a ib 
tae sun's rophy vas: rie, | 


te ee ~ SBetter hell than that I should ever te slone, without my 
sister, Tleana.” 

| Phen the sun went to his sister, and decked her with a jevelled 
e in ; robe ant the crown of a queen: Descendinz to earth, they went to s 
| as church, ‘During the ceremony the cendles suddenly went out, the saints 


nia ‘ thenselfes, the priests ‘fell on their knees, and the trite Saw a@ 

hand stretched out. ‘The hand seized her and threw her into the sea. The 
. “ss rose toward the west and flune himself into the sea after his bride, : 
| God took & fish in His hand, threw it up and chanced it into the moon, 

“Then God said in a thundering voice thet they shauld gaze at each other 

from afer scross the hen. and never meet egain. Hence, when the moon 


shines, the sun sets; end when the sun rises, the moon hides in the sea. 


te 


leas) 


8 
Roe 


CHRISTMAS NIGHT. 
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IN NOAPTRA CRACIUNULUI 


ns | Mos Craciun pe inserate 
A pornit-o spre oras 
hs Si la sania-i usoara 


A'nhadmat un epuras. 


Drumurile-s troenite, 
pe Noaptea vine gerul creste, 
Cu urechile ciulite 


Tepurasul se grabeste 


Uite-o casa, colo'n vale, 
Cu ferestre luminate.. 
Mosul s'a oprit din cale, 


Cu toiagul in poarta bate. 


¢ Buna sara, Bun sara! 
Am venit cu saéniora 
Si cu daruri proaspete, 


Bucurosi de oaspete 


Bucurosi! Bucurosi! 
Striga glasuri de copii, 
Mosule de unde vii? 
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Laca, vin din mosi-stramosi 
Inearcat cu jucarii, 
Si-am pornit la drum cu zorul 
Sa va spun ca'n noaptea asta 
S'a nascut Mantuitorul.. 

Na si tie! 

Na si viel 
Inchinati-va frumos 


Domnului Isus Hristos. 


Care'n paza lui va tine. 
Bu va las de-acuma, 
Ca-i tarzeu 


Si-i drumual greu. 
9 


Si mai sunt in drumal meu, 
9 

Si alte case cu copii 

3 

Care asteapta jucarii. 


Sa va aiba'r paz& Domul! 


Mosul a pornit la drun, 

Pe copii ii fura somnul, 
Si prin somn, ei vad acum, 
Cum tot se suie si coboara 
Prin troianul urias 

Mos Craciun cu'n epuras 


Inhamat la sanioara. 


Source; Newspaper AMERICA. DEC. 12,1936. 
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A CHILD'S LETTER TO SANTA CLAUS 
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SCRISOAREA UNUI COPIL CATRE MOS CRACIUN 


fy 


Mult dorite Mog Craciun, 
Drag Mogneag blajin si bun, 
Ce din lumea ta de nori, 

Si pe geri si ninsori, 

In cojoe de fulgisori 

Si cu cosul inecarcat, 

Te strecori din sat in sat, 
Zabovind pe la feresti, 

Mi te uiti si cercetezi,; 

De-s copii toti cummings 

Si de ascultade parinti 

Azi me-am pus de gand sa'ti seriu, 
Aga bine - cum stiu 

Satti spun ~ dragi Ios Chaeiun 

Ca eu sunt un copil bun. 

Pe parintii mei ecintese 

Ti ascult si ii-i iubesc, 


Cate-odata ma gresesc, 


‘Dar atunci imi pare rau, 
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Si ma rog lui D-zeu, 


Sa'mi dea minte sa'nteleg, 


, Binele din rau s'aleg. 


Sa fac numai ce-i frumos 


Sa fit si et de folos 


Si acum uite te-ag ruga | . s 
-Cred ca nu te-ai supara- 

Sa-mi faci rost de juearii 
Cum le dai la alti Copii. 

Si cand treci calea in Ajun, i 
Dragul meu de Mog Craciun, | i 
Sa le-agezi la noi in prag, 
Sa mi le gasesc sirag. 

OQ sabie si-un chipiu, 

O pusea mititea | ae. 


Sa plee la razboit. Bee 


. - * w it 

Un eal mic $i sprintenel “a 

Sa ma duc in foe cu el. ia 

Si de ti-o mai ramanea, © 
4 


6) trambita frunugea 


Si-o dobita langa ea. 
9 3 


Astfel ew din copil mic 


Mtas face un soldat voinic. 
’ 


Sitnarmat ca un ostean, 


Nu me-ar pasa de dusmani. 
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Mu uita ce team rugat 


‘Darul mei, Tu Mog bogat! 
y “Te sérut pe ochigori } 
Si pe maini de multe ori, 
Spune-le la ingerei, 

Ca ii sdrut si pe ei, 
Bu-s dragut si frumusel, 


Si ma chiama JONEL. 


Ca Source: Newspaper "America". Dec. 22, 1936. 
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- (anedited notes by — field workers) 


: - ‘The year in which people, whe were born in Roumania, first began 
: to ates to the United States is uncertain, but it was about the nine- 

" toon-eiehtios. The largest aggrecation, or contigent, some one hundred end 
fifty, left ‘Roumania in the yeor 1894, under the leadership of an ideslistic 
"young men, who wes only about 17 years of age. Most of them were men of 
mature ages, ena about one-hslf of them left their vives and children behind 
then with fond hopes, that not long after nage in the United States, they 


would send them the wea for the purpose of joining thes in the new 


That cluster of enterants had o . gifficult time in resching the 
"United Statos, for the reason that none of then had sufficient money for 
“transvortation and the necessaries of life, for the entire trip, . 
7 ~ But it was dae chiefly to the efforts of their leader that they 
- eventually reached the then open portals of entry of the United States. There 
_ were then no Anmigretion quote laws, 
2 the first Link ‘7 their journey trom. verious cities in Zoumania to , 
; : ot United States broke sit: were, when they reached Berlin; in other words, 
‘i ee ack of funds they could travel ; no further. Bat their leader, he. en 
“posssnt, wes a natural born idealist and poet, appealed to many of the weal- 


| ay their Jone ‘- aren and he also wrote a letter to Beron de Hirsh 1 Paris, « 


ory fants to continue their Journey to Anerics. At last they 


| Y Yow ‘the question presents itself, why aia Roumanians, whether of 
| dorian, or of the Greok Orthodox faith, leave the country of their nativity 
a | am truthfully spesking, the land is, at it were, overflowing with 
: mild 2 and honey? ‘Indeed, Roumsnia is a sort of garden spet in Eastern Furope, 
and, its land contains all sorts of mineral wealth, as well as yielde annually 
. “untola wealth, For one thing, the vealth is owned by only a few families, 
ena the vast majority of its inhabitants are objectly poor. Not only Lip the 
vast mngzoraty pauperized by the kingly dynasty, the Greek Orthodox Church ~ 
4 and the few Boyars (Feudal Lords), but they are, in addition, denied the sim- 
“lest naturel human rights. The esaik majority have always been treated as 
~gaaktel slaves, and always they were used as common Colder Not only peverty 
“and the Jack of any liberty forced Roumanians to leave the country ef their 
nativity and emigrate to other countries, and particularly to the United 
"States. They knew that they never could ettain natural rights as human be- 
| ings, or to improve their economic conditions, in Roumania. When one speaks 
of the people who were born in Roumania, it is necessery to narrate the most 


s - laring snachronisn that prevails in that country in order to convey a clear 


“aegee idea es to the raison d'etre for the existence of such state of affairs. 


The officially recognized religion of that country is know as — 
“the Greek orthodox Christian ‘religion; ant while other religions, especially 
the Jewish, are elso tolerated, yet the people who believe in the dogmas of 
“the latter religions have practically no rights whatsoever. Thus there is a 
- eleavage detween the people of that country, the healer of course calling 


- Anstesd of (sem) jiceens etc. So that a Tidan may be a Jew des- 
: ons nenbors of shich may have deen born sr 


= the least, “keeps ‘the Roumaniens aeay divided sccislly, politically, 


Tape te 


iar ay 


_ eeonentcaliy, calturelly, and otherwise. 3 
a It may sound strange too, and yet it is an outstanding fact : 
‘that the sharp distiction between the Roumanian Christians and Houmenian . 


ees 
ig ee Se 


Jews (there are @ few other minorities besides the Jews in Roumania, but 
NG they are respectively too few in number, to deserve particular treatment) a 
constrains the Yatber, solely for self protection, to be somewhat aggres- f 
sive as well a8 ambitious, Hence in whatsoever field of human endeavor, 


uhether commercial or professional, Roumanian officialdom permits or merely 


B: = 


- tolerates Jews to engsge in, they are sure to qualify themselves thoroughly. 
and becaiise Homo Sapiens (?) is still perhaps nine-tenths un-evolved, so 
to speak, ignorance, capidity, Jealousy and envy aie cee his entire being, 
and the result is "the inhumenity of man to man." 

of eeares, in Roumeania, like in any other country tiees are dif- 

= ae classes of ontoneries of ‘Christians Just as pare are different 


wh eee st 


g classes or categories of Jews. In other words, some | Chedotions have no 


"objections to "break bread” as the saying is, with Jews, and vice versa. 


oe, te country on earth is lacking at least » few truly cultured individuals who, 


su, are also ian Sarians. It as due chiefly to the few culture’ 

" Anaividaals in every country, thet the minority eroups are not entirely ex= 
Bs o terninated. Be ‘that as at may, however, the outstanding fact in Roumania 

| lang are not all ‘people, dat only those tho believe in the 
areal bil Faith, + all others are atemnaees. But let & Jew fail 


— velié excusé for ‘such negiect. Thas, un, the entire syaton of official- 


dom, or State end Church is inconzrous: and inhuman in Roumenia. 
| j For ages Jews have had their sbhools where one's chi laren could 
- eoquire cons sort of an education, whereas the masses of Christians had very 
Exes! til 1921, and many a Jewish bey, who attended and zraduated from the 
ey Seatae schools is Roumaniea went to Vienne or Berlin or Zaerich and became a 
Physician « ora scientist for some useful field of human endeavor, His edu- 
va cation, manners, outlook on life, ete., upon his return to Rouwmanis made hin 
ms more or less eoneptoumns, and of course, he was hated Bad most of the Chris- 
| tions. 


Before the last world war akedeute ea the Belkan States, and 


i OS ae from Roumenia went chiefly to Vienna, or Berlin, or menial, 
re - ‘ware the Mnsrersi ties in the two first mentioned cities offered the most 


M thorough @urses in medicine and the last mentioned city's art schools were 
. renomed the world over. To the last mentitned city, students from avery 


oa nation on eerth could be found. ‘Therefore, it was most natural for students 


te absorb some deere of charecter from one another, Indeed, even the re- 


a spective points of view,. Whether about politics or seine or econavics, 


2 or ‘sociology, or many other subjects kindred or EMOTE, were more or less - 


| : " ‘comnon property. Therefore, ghen the sisposagiann returned to theis respect ive 


native countries, they were more or less dieatisfiea with everything. Ana 

| many of then decane, a8 it were, rebels, or reds or pinks or what not. 

: ‘The writer a this monograph has often asked herself the question, 
As end often See. she > saked Professors of various Universities “shy do not Uai- 
_versitios eve tt quroug | courses in the three gabjects in which the humen 


oes 


ee Sey gee ae . 
SE ot ae Bars eee ee AES in ce ei aR eM 


ates 


eet reat 


‘three subjects nentioneat he of course could readily econ & her own 7 
; question, but she regrets that oniy one professor answered her question, 


7m whereas: all the others were.ono-commitel. The frank pret ensce aaid: To 


| es give thorough courses in History, would offend ond displease the priests 


aie 


. of the various religions; to give thorough courses in Seoiolozicsl ro oy ee 


would offend and disple ase the politicians; and lastly, « thorough course 
on economics mast alse include the principles of Anarchy, Socialism, Com- 
"muni on ann that would very mach offend and @isplease the capitalists, who 
efter ail sre the supporters of the higher institutions of learning. Hea-— 
ven save the hark That condition prevailed 4n evory University of this 
- planet up to the lest war, Whether eny of them & teach the three mentioned 
- subjects since 1918, when the last war ceased, the writer is in no position 
to state. | 
7 It may sound strange, onl yet it is a fact, that many Roumenians 
ey of the Greek Orthodox Feith, who suffered neither from Becreas nor anti- 
ne aueriges: enigrated to the United States for only one ‘reason, nsmely to set 
; rich, In the 1890s rumors ‘pervaded every nook and corner of Roumenia that 
— "every one living in the United States is immensely rich. For, if one needed 
Leary all he had to do, was to take es large a sabk as he could carry filled 
with gold end it was his for the taking at any spot that he might chose to 
, f, ‘take it from. How such stories originated is difficult to say, tat that 
many Roamaniens believed them is positively ‘trae. " The agents for the many 
__ steamship companies may have been responsible for that fable. 


at -— time the enigrants to the United States were a source 


~ 


their profits were unense, The steamship companies, on the other hand nade 


‘large profits because the enigrants were fed mostiy with herrings ani potatoes. 
: e ee were the quarters on the steaners, where the imaigrants wore herded like 
Ba cattle, anything that could have been called accommodations. The "steprage" 

was then a sort of tallpen, atl worse, Be that as it may, however, thmasends 

- of Roumsnians emigrated to the United States, because they know thet they _ 
could be far better off in the letter country, And they have been. ‘There is 
no doubt of that. 

In the first place, young men coming to America are not constantly 
ce and on the lookout for some patty officer of the army, those duty it 
iis to search for all who attained the age of twanty-one years and did not 
present thenselves for conscription as soldiers, which is the case in Rou- 
_Menia. Secondly, a young man's father may be a tailor or rags-peddler, vet, 

the foruer, if he had the ambition, may become a doctor or lawyer, or any 
other kind ofprofessionel man, in the United States, bat in Roumania seldom 
could a younz man rise to a higher lev@l than attained by his father; in 
other words, every young man was supposed to follow in his father's footsteps, 
so to speak. And the few young men tho suceed in breaking that. tredition, 
. especially if they were of the Jewish faith, had difficulties, 
E y The Roumanians, wks came to the United States fay be found iA many 
. @ities. Sen Francisco hes qaite a lerge number of them. The original in- 
2 migrants, of course, for one reason or enother, are either small merchants, 
or peddlers, or mechanics, bat their children, who cane with their parents 
when young, or sho were St in the United States, are moatly in the profes~ 
sions. Roumanians of Jewish extractions are so anxious that their children 
should attain an education, and especially to become professional men, that — 


they will stop ot nothing to secure the necessary funds for that purpose. 


: peronsily iowa of tro sothers, who used do the stoucicicidea 
nt of work in order to hawe money for their sone? education. The re~ 


sen m themselves, or to the pablic. For the old proverb, namely "one sad 
noke a silk pares from 2 sow's ear," mente Doaign tedsy. In obher words, | 
many of the professionsl men from lentgrabion stock, whether of veg asaas Se 
pit Ttolten, or French, or Polish, or Irish, or what mt are far from being an 
#¢ en honor or a benefit to their representative orafeanton, because they are 
| lacking ‘ee essential character, and many of them are whelly devoid of the 
-_ prinetple of ethics, ante should be the gine gua non of sincere and ~ 
| gomine professional nen. ‘Moreover, the professions have far too meny more 
_ practitioners thet ‘ne fields in which the practicecean support. Of uipeieae. 
dae! to the nunerous inventions, this is also true ef mechanics,and even 
--comon Asborers, bat professional men must make a good appesrence snd also 


Pay for tremendous overhend, neither of which is required of mechanics or 


aang ~ common laborers. The result is that many of the professional wen met, no- 


lens volens, resurt to all sorts of questionable prastions for the purposes of 
4 -_ securing the money. 
-. mentioned ahove that there are in San Francisco many Roumeniens; 
| there are » probebly 400 or 600, but ne one could tell exactly how many, be- 


cause many of them live by and for. themselves in various sections of the 
< “etty. Besides, Rounenians of Groek Orthodox faith do not readily, if at all, 
mix oith Rounenians: of Jewish extraction. Only occasionally do some of both 
: Lame st torotner at a picnic or a ball. The believers in the respective 
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: At tine % tine at the wall of its President: “Most of 
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te there. 


mt + nay Bes strange to relate, bat cespite frequent and tnteuse 


cod 


% : ot sarkod aiffereace beteeen the people of the Christian and often Jewish 
2 faim Ae Rounsnia, all due to none assimilation. For instance, all people 
: ier iy: simple the dish of ‘Soot may be, it mst de seid to the credit id 
| os. Rousaniga females that they en how te cook. The food is most seek’: 
— ve i no more then a piece of Carp (of all fishes extant, the Rounanien 
; of Jewish vextfaction particularly prefers the Carp), or « dish of cornmeal 
nies ‘ with sour cream or some kind of cheese the standard meal of the Rounanian 
mana penton’. Most of the “females of Roumsnian extraction are also good | 
ss _housskeepers althoren the eppearance of some of them in the open ere not 
a j ver attractive either in their walk or érees or general make-up. 
: ‘From aa edueationel standpoint however their minds were literally 


i comin Menkes, ‘wat so were also their husbands. Roumania may have changed 


P ast + paratt the Sounenton pelitiotane to establish Leeupiyintcons odacstion. —— 


an 


used to say, “ignorance ie bliss," “And no > doukt it is for the priests, and 
their eo-workers, the politicians. ‘ 
Roumanians are of Latin origin, and therefore, they «re very fond 
of masic, There not being any of thes with very micksurplus wealth, they 
meintain neither a magical, nor any educational Qnstitution, in Sen Prencisco, 
and I doubt if they maintain any of either class in ony city in the United 
States. But whenever the ‘San Francisco Symphony Orchestra or on Opera Gom~ 
pany plays, one can find quite a few cf Roumanian extraction in the audience. 
Even in the matter of tmsic Roumenians base atasas. that is to say, those of 
the Greek Orthodox faith prefor the fokk-lofe songs and the most simple 

. dance-masic, but not what we designate as "classical masic" whereas those of 
Jewish extraction prefer "Kol Bidre" WEa-mae etc., which are called strict- 
ly Jewish songs, but they also enjoy BSeathoven, Tahaikevsky, List, Mowart, 
Chopin, Wagner, Verdi, etc. of course, in Roumania there are a goodly nanber 
of Sypsy msicisns, who sre trathfully speaking, virtuosi solely with their 
hands end ore, bat few of them know any msical notes. The latter seldom 
emigrate from Roumania, because the wine is good and cheap over there, and 


they can slways secure 2 little corn-neal and veeetables for their meals, Ags 


nes for the clothing, they ean either steal or byy them cheap. 


S §  --«* The writer recalls the nano of two composers in Roumania, and 

both of thea were stuy bend leaders, One whose names was Ivanovici, composed 

qaite a few waltzes, but the most beautiful and universally liked one is 

_ 'knownas _ Faves of the Denabe" (Not “The Beautiful Blue Danube", by 

Strauss). ” the other Roumanisn composer wrote only one waltz and it ie known 
as "My Heart Teeps." it was composed in 2 prison to shich the composer ond 

army band leader vas ‘sentenced for five yeers for kaha the face of s 

Colonel ‘in pablic, for something or other, He vrote that waltz, 2a I seid, | 

ce se rte he dedicated it to “Carnen ayive,* the then qaeen consort of 


rae 


ac “of Rossente, ana a® soon as it was taped for her, she send for the Composer 
s and pardoned him, That waltz is seldom pleyed in public, because onee hear~ 
: ine that walts played, and who is ettuned to such melodies, sheds bitter 


Rounentan folk-lore originated in the dim past, for that country, 
1ike any other has a long-lone and very obscure past. The eountry is rich 

_ in folk-lore and populer superstitions. And, although Russian end Oriental 
“influences were strong in the past, all its folk-lore as well ss superstitions 
originated in that country, and ere probably the remak of Monkish influences, 
This is especially true of Roumanian music and peasent costumes. Fach pro- 
vines of Rounania bears a distinct characteristic in the wetter of msic, snd 
- dress peculiar to it and none other, save and except es regards the "Doina.* 
@ plaintive and melancholy song dating from thetime of the Otomen and Greek 

; influences, from sbout the year 1700 to 1821. fhe Roumanains in Sen Prancisco 
os esdlising tha "Doing," ana whenever they give » bell they dance the sane 
dances as they aia in Roumenia, particularly the "Hora," 2 sort of Prul 
Jones," but scahiuehl wuSSi they ave oth Kit0d Of. Seapine to the Fight and te 
the left monotonously. : ? 

Since the last world war young wen snd young wouen, who either came 
over shen very young or who were born in the United States, hove mixed and 
“some of them intermarried with people f nations, other then Roumsenian. In 

: other vords, the —_ generation has broken away, as it were, from traditional 
sy practices. Many of these youngsters may oe fou in the manks of the blood- 
red, or the nere pict eh variety of the radical renks, Therefore, marriage 
sae in the deaki Wena) sense means voting to then, A for even beliers ia and 

| | practice “free love" not in the sense understood by pailonophers. Yor many 
a of the youngsters of oe perents sre University gratoates, and quite e 
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wera sr. Probsbiy not. Saeed it weoms that only educated people 


_ Most of the Roumantans, who cane ‘o. the United Stetes, are nei- ; 
"ther too well, nor too badly eff, economically speaking: some few, of 3 
: ‘course, are being taken care of by charity organizations, aspecially since s 
ss the depreseion degan to play havoc with the people's resources and earnings. ) 
. > mt aost of thea, whether sble or not, stand on their own feet, as it were, | 
| That isto say, they depend for their living upon the sweat of their on a. : a 
brows. Probably not one of them eats caviar or chatesu-briand, even occa- : ’ 
. "sionally, ‘bat Carp is cheap ak 90 fe also corn-neal.. Henee none of them ie 
at oan die of starvation, — ene ‘ 
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The biography of John Iupescu. 
John Iupescu, age 41, married, and the Father of 


three children, left his native country Roumania in I9IO 


and emigrated to the United States. 


At first he settled in New York, but on account of 
an affection of the throat, he was adviced to go to Cali- 
fornia. Having saved some money while working at his trade 
as a tailor, he was able to take his family with him and in 
due time arrived in San Francisco. 

Tailoring was not Lupescu's original occupation. 

He learned that trade in New York. Before emigrating to 
the United States, he was a merchant on a small seale, but 
after spending sometime trying to secure a job in any kind 
of a mercantile establishment he was unsuccessful by reason 
of his inability to speak the English language. Therefore 
he paid an established tailor a specified sum to teach him 
the tailoring trade as well as the business end of it. In 
about one year he was able to take a customer's measure , 
cut the cloth, do some sewing, especially on the eoat, and 
fit the garments. When the suit was finished not only was 
the. customer well satisfied, but he himself had a tolable 

| degree: bg) pride. In other words, he tried his utmost in- 
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to become 8 master of the tailoring business. 
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store and shop of his own. 

The first year Lupescu struggled hard to 
get a foothold, but he had no contacts. One day it was ne- 
cessary for him to secure some papers of identification for 
transmissal to Roumania, where one of his uneles left him a 
small legacy. After making some inquiries he was advised to 
consult a Lawyer and he was directed to one of the most pro- 
minent ones in San Francisco. 

He called at the Lawyer's office and before 
the interview ended the latter asked him: " Who made that 
suit of clothes you have on "? His answer naturally was 
"TI myself", made it. I ama tailor. 

Shortly therafter the Lawyer and two of his 
associates called upon Lupescu for a suit of clothes for 
each. It was not after the suits were delivered to the 
three Lawyers that Lupescu began to feel that his success 
was assured. Within one year he had enlarged both, his 
store and shop and instead of employing only two or three 
workmen he had to employ a dozen. 

In I917, his only son, who was handling the 
pookkeeping of Lupescu's tailoring business was drafted in- 
to the army and shortly thereafter was sent to France with 
the first contigent. Some three months thereafter Lupescu 
received notice to the effect that Michael lupescu, age 


24, was killed in an automobile accident. MThenceforward 


Lupescu lost all interest in his tailoring business as well 
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as his very life. For about one year his wife and one of 
his daughters did their utmost to keep up the prosperous tai- 
loring business and they also engaged more or less competent 
assistance, but neither of them understood the art of tailor- 
ing, nor did the assistants whom they had engaged. Therefore. 
they lost the best customers and they were about to quit en- 
tirely. 

Fate and fortune, however, seemed to favor 
Lupescu. For the constant attention, care and devotion be- 
stowed upon him by his other daughter brought him to an al- 
most normal state of health. He was especially freed from 
an almost daily recurrence of a lasting melancholy; Weneaey 
gradually, he began to again take an interest in his busi- 
ness, and by keeping himself constantly occupied with one 
or another of the many phases and details of his business 
he fully recuperated. From time to time he sent circulars 
to his former customers and to may he made personal calls 
and in due time he not only saved his business, but he suc~ 
ceeded in regaining most of his customers. 

| In 1925 both of Iupescu's daughters were 

married, one to a Lawyer and the other to a merchant. To 
each of his daughters he gave a wedding gift of Five Thou- 
sand Dollars. In 1929, however, another sad event happened 
in Lupescu's life. First, his son-in-law, the merchant left 
his wife and two children destitute circumstameces, for parts 


unknown and the day before he disappeared he had assigned 
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his business to a Board of Trade for the benefit of his 
creditors. acnanale, his other son-in-law, the Lawyer,had 
a struck of paralysis and Iupescu had to provide the where- 
withall for that family of five. The lawyer succeede in 
bringing three offsprings into this world, or " Vale of 
tears". 

It was impossible for Iupeseu from 1929 and 
thereafter to supply all the money required by, practically 
three families, therefore, after consulting with his wife, 
he decided to rent a large house where they all could live 
together and manage somehow. After all were established in 
the new home, about two months later, the Lawyer passed a- 
Way 

Having done an extensive credit business, 
fupeseu gradually discovered that most of his customers 
were financially unable to pay their bills and new paying 
customers became scarcer as the days and weeké and months 
passed. Finally, not being himself able to meet his finan- 
cial obligations, he was obliged to turn his business over 
to the Board of Trade for the benefit of his creditors. 

But Lupescu had nine mouths to feed and to 
shelter and to provide with other necessities of life, and 
how to do so, how to secure the necessary amount of money 
for the purpose, became his chief problem. He began call- 
ing upon every merchant tailor for any sort of work they 


might be in need or care to engage him for, but there was 
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no opening nor any chance of there being one. Gradually 
Lupescu lost all interest in life and became despondent. 
His wife and two daughters, however, managed to secure a 
few necessaries of life and also rent money through a chari- 
table organization and in the course of time both daughters 
engaged in a small millinery business that became in a short 
time famous for its artistic ladies millinery, Having in- 
herited from their father artistic tendencies, the two daugh- 
ters not only developed them , but they also capitalized 
their ingenuity. In other words their business became profit- 
able far beyond their expectations. After being in business 
only about three years they bought the home in which they 
lived, they sent theur Father and Mother on a long pleasure 
trip and they had two maids in their home, one to take care 
of the children, and one to be the housekeeper and cook. 

It is perhaps needless to add that no chari- 
table organization is refused a subscription by Llupescu's 


two daughters. 
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Antoinette Jackson . 
Ressearch Assistant. 


The Biography of Ivan Sigur. 
Ivan Sigur, 52 years old, was born in the City of Braila, 
Roumania, shortly after the surrender of the fortefied city 
of Plewna by the Turkish to the Russian army in 1878. His 
Father, Tlie Sigur was a Dragoman by profession, meaning in 
the English language an interpreter, having mastered I0 lan‘ 
guages before he was twenty-five years of age. 

There was only one place at that time, where 
one could learn so many different languages, and that was a- 
round Egypt and the Red Sea during the building of the Suez 
Canal. People from all nations, especially workingmen, 
flocked to that part of the world, because those who could 
secure work and very few could not, were well paid. Some 
ofcourse were small tradesmen, and among them was Ilie Siguy. 

After accumulating some money Ilie decided 
to return to Roumania on account of a raging eye disease, 
known.to this day as Trachoma. This disease is chiefly 
caused by the sand that is carried long distances by the 
desert winds from Africa blowing towards the North-Eastern 
portion of that continent and also by the extreme heat pre- 
vailing there. At any rate, when he returned torhis home 
in Roumania, Ilie Sigur found a male heir who was named af- 
ter his Father, Ivan. He did not remain long in his hone, 


however, for he was employed by the Russian Government to 


act as interpreter for the general staff of its army which 
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was then waging war against the Turks. 

As soon as hostilities ceased, Ilie Sigur 
was discharged, and he again returned to his native city and 
country. 

From the age of about sevenyears to his fif' 
teenth year,Ivan was kept in the best schools that money 
could procure for him to enter, but thereafter there was no 
school to which he could be ae: in that city. 

After consulting various Teachers, Ilie was 
adviced to send his son to either Crakow or Viena. Both ci- 
ties were then in the Nation known as Austria-Hungary, but 
the former city was inhabited mostly by Polish people, where- 
as the latter city was predominently German. 

Roumanians of that day were very friendly to- 
wards Germans, but not at all towards Polish people, there- 
fore, Ilie decided to personally take his son to Viena. 

In Viena Ivan was placed in a school where 
students were provided with board and lodging and such edu- 
cational instruction as thoroughly prepared one for a Uni- 
versity. 

7 Prom about the middle of the nineteenth cen' 
tury to the beginning of the last World war life in Viena 
was unlike that of any other city on this planet. In the 
first place, everyone who could at all afford it, and very 
few could not,literalily and figuratively, lived what we in 
the United States might characterize as "highlife". For 


what with its beautiful natural environments, its charming 
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and graceful women, its enchanting music, its thorough 
Bohemanism and Cosmopolitan atmosphere, its care-free peo’ 
Brak: ilenk was a veritable heaven on earth. In this whirl- 
wind, so to speak, Ivan was left to take care of himself as 
best he might; and, he was only about eighteen years of age 
when he founf himself attached to a Vienese beauty who prac- 
tically enslaved him to her heart's content and his own un- 
doing. 

To Ivan money was a great necessity in order 
to entertain his innamorata as well as provide her with all 
the luxuries and pleasures she craved, therefore he wrote to 
his Father very foten for money giving all sorts of reasons 
for needing it, but never the true facts. In time however 
his father suspected that something was wrong, and he deci- 
dead to journey to Viena to make a personal investigation. 

Tlie Sigur,as soon as he reached Viena, called 
at his son's school and his inquiry elicited the information 
that his son had not been seen for several days and no one 
cound give him any clue as to where he might be found. The 
only thing he could do was to abide his time and watch the 
entrance to the school. Two days later about twelve otclock 
noon Ilie's watchfulness was rewarded. 

While standing in the courtyard and talking 
to one of his son's schoolmates, he noticed his son at a 
distance of about one hundred feet walking leisurly towards 


the entrance of one of the dormitory's. 
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As soon as his son had crossed the thresh - 
hold of the door through which he had entered, Ilie Sigur 
asked the young man with whom he was engaged in a conversa-~ 
tion who lived within the dormitory to which he pointed and 
the answer was about fifty students among whom also lived Ivan 
Sigur. Thereupon Ilie asked the young man if he would mind 
showing him his son's room, and without a second's hesitation 
the latter did so. At the door, before entering, Ilie thanked 
the young man and they parted. Immediately after, no one be- 
ing about in the hall Ilie gave one short knock on the door, 
and without waiting for the usual "entree"(come in) was with- 
in the room with the door behind him closed. He went up to 
where his son was standing, who felt almost shocked and extend- 
ea@chis hand saying ; " Son, I here come to pay you a visit. I 
have been called to an important business engagement that re- 
quires my personal presence”. The only thing which the son 
could say was " Father, I am happy that you have come, and I 
hope that your business call will prove profitable. " Nothing 
more was said by either until they heard the sound of a bell. 
Ilie asked his son why the bell did ring at that time of day 
and he was informed that it was aes time. At that Ilie a 
asked his son to join him for lunch at any restaarant where 
he was to go. The son hOwever had made other engagements, 
and he said:Father dear, not to-day. I made an appointment 
for to-day's luncheon sometime ago with a few of my school- 


mates and it would be dishonorable for me not to appear. 
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But I shall dine with you at the Kaiselioff Hotel at eight 
o'clock and shall remain with you just two hours, for at ten 
o'clock I must be back in the dormitory", Ilie betrayed no 
Sign of displeasure, but on the contrary, he wished his son 
& pleasant time and departed. 

After leaving his son, Ilie called on a prim 
vate detective agency and procured the services of one ofits 
mene His instructions to the detective were to follow his 
son after Vesvine the Kaisehoff Hotel and as soon as he had 
made certain where his son went to return to the hotel and 
report to him. The detective was given detailed information 
where father and son would be sitting in the lobby of the ho-c 
tel from about 9 P.M. on, and prior to the son's departure 
the detective was to obtain, by himself, a full description 
of young SIGUR. | 

At about 9.50 P.M. the two Sigurs shook hands 
and each went his way, the father to his room and the son in- 
to: fhe street. In front of the hotel young Sigur took a cab 
and the detective took the next one. Little dreaming that 
he was being pursued; in about fifteen minutes, young Sigur's 
cab stopped in front of a small house, paid the coachman and 
dismissed him. The detective made certain of the number of 


the house and immediately returned to the Kaiserhoff Hotel and 


reported to Ilie. What move to make next, Ilie could not de-~” 


cide at the moment, therefore he instructed the detective to 


find out who lived in the house where his son had gone and 
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to report to him the next day at noon. 

The next day the detective reported that a 
young woman about twenty-one or twenty-two years of age 
lived in that house. She had been married and her support 
came from a young man, whose Father was a wealthy Roumanian. 
Her name was Margaret Schnitzler. 

At about ongP.M. young Sigur called at his 
father's hotel where they had aluncheon engagement. Before 
they went to the dining room young Sigur said: Father, be- 
fore you l@ave Viena, I assume you will leave in a day or 
two, for Roumania, I wish you would leave me Two thousand 
Gulden (a Gulden or Ducat was the equivalent of about Fifty 
cents in United States money). I owe that much to various 
students for money borrowed and lost in foolish card games. 
Without giving any indication as to how his son's request 
for money affected him, Ilie told his son that it was time 
for lunch. During the luncheon Ilie asked his son what 
progress he has made in his studies and whether he had de- 
cided which one of the many professions he preferred to 
study. Young Sigur told his father that hr considered him- 
self one of the best students in his class and that after 
graduating from that school he would prefer to enter a me- 
dical school. His ambition was to become a good surgeon. 
(The fact was that the Director of the school gave Ilie an 


unfavorable report regarding his son's standing in the class). 
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Luncheon being over, the two returned to Ilie's room. Af- 
ter a few moments Ilie said: " Son, you and I are leaving 
Viena to-morrow. Go to your dormitory and pack all your 
things. It is now 2.30 P.M. At 4 o'clock I shell call for 
you. Before you leave the school we shall call on the Direec- 
tor and settle the account to date, and from the students 
from whom you borrowed money, give me a list of their names 
and the amount of money you owe to each and when we reach 
home you will mail bank-drafts to all". 

After listening to his father's instructions 
the young fellow could not utter a syllable. He almost 
fainted. All he could say was: " Why, father? " But Ilie 
had made up his mind to rescue his son from a youthful es- 
capede and he was fully resolved on that step. Young Sigur 
knew that his father's decision could not possibly be over- 
ruled and to defy him was out of the question, therefore 
without saying a single word to any one, not even to his in- 
namorata, he obeyed his father and the next day they were 
both on the way to Roumania. 

When they reached home, Ilie had a confiden- 
tial talk with his wife and about three weeks later they 
were all bound for the United States. 

| After landing in New York tey rested about 
one week and made preparations for their journey to San 
Francisco where llie had a brother, who had emigrated, some 
years previous. 


After arriving in San Francisco, and in a 
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fatherly fashion, Ilie told his soni.all that he had learned 
about him while he was a student in Viena; nevertheless, if 
he was sincere in his decision to become a Surgeon he would 
give him another chance. Young Sigur Apeaiitn father 
that he was certain in his own mind that he wanted to become 
@ Surgeon. In about seven years, at the age of about twenty- 
six years Ivan was a full fledged Physician and Surgeon. For 
some years he was quite successful. He married when thirty 
years old and has two children, one son and one daughter. 
Shortly after the collapse of the stock market in 1929 his 
wife died and ever since he has had great difficulty in ob- 
taining sufficient income from his medical Deeabiee to se- 
cure at least the necessities of life for himself and his 
two children. He is competent in his profession, industri- 
ous, and free from vices. His few remaining patients can- 
not afford to pay him, and his children can secure no re- 
munerative work. They are both taking commercial courses 


in night schools. 
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Miss Nicoluescu was born in Bucurest, the Capital of Kouma- 


wie, whieh is a beautiful City. One long shopping street, known 


as Calea Victoriei extends from the Chaussee to the rivere The ta- 
lace and two big hotels are situated on that street. There are nu- 
merous shops, which flaunt superfluities at profitable prices. 

Some of the Roumanians who live in the larger cities are rich 
and love to dawdle in the hotels end cafes at noon and afternoon 
drinking "Tuica" and lounging--men and women alike--against the 
plate-glass windows, which reflect both their own profiles and the 
gilhouettes of passers-by. “treet cabs roll smoothly here on rub- 
ber tires, and the coachmen resplendent in blue velvet and scarlet 
gashes have a regal appearance. Life is childishly simple. They 
wake late in the morning, emda stroll towards the Chaussee at twelve. 

Bucarest has severa) parks, two are pretty and one alone is fa- 
shionable. ‘this latter is the Chaussée, a sort of “Champs Elysees" 
but it leads out into the open country instead of towards a Boiss 
‘Here lead all roads where motors travel, and here, towards evening 
end ali Roumeanian “perfect days", for the whole population of the 
town G@rives or strolls in the sunset. 

fhe hotels are primitive for a comtry which inclines instinct- 
ively towards display of luxury. 3 

fhe house in which Mise Nicoluescu dwelt tms very comfortable 
and they had two servants. She belonged to a femily who enjoyed 4 
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good reputation. Her father was 4 highly intellectual man, le was 
a newspaper writer, and her mother was also an educated lady. Both 
of them tried to give their six children (two girls end four boys) 
a good education. ler mother spent all of her time guiding and 
teaching them the meaning of honor, morality, cooperation as well 
as to see clearly the real interests and results of their deeds. 

She (Miss Micolueseu) was the oldest of the girls. On her 
twelfth birthday her dear father died suddenly, and soon their trou- 
bles began. The money the father left dwindled away quickly. Her 
mother, who was brought up in luxury, end during her marriage 6180 


hed more than the necessary daily needs faced the situation discou- 


‘yagingly « 


After a few years of struggle and despair, the informant's old- 
est brother (Glulca) went to the United States. le remained in Tew 
York, where he got a position in 4 bank as foreign correspondent. 
Depriving hinself of almost everything he saved up enough money to 
send a ticket for his sister. 

Amriving in New York she met with nothing but reverses. ‘She 
could not get an office position as she expected to do before leav- 
ing for the United States, nor any other suitable position. She 
therefore had to take a maid's job, which made her feel somewhat in- 
ferior in her own estimation. For several yvars she worked as hard 
as she could, going also to night achool, and having saved up some mo- 
ney she came out to San lrancisco, hoping to ameliorate her situa- 
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+3 ior But to her great regret she met only with disappointments 

: oage last year, 1953, vhen she got a posi tion as secretary with 

| the CeleA. and when that was discontinued she was transferred to an- 
- other Federal posi tion. , 

3 last tine I saw her she exclaimed; I can't tell you how happy 

oy am at present, and the cause of it ia that I do the work i love 

$0 Go. I om content and contentment is the busis of happiness « 
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X was born in Caracatu, Roumania of middle class peoplé.s 
Hie father was in the police force. fe says he remembers little 
ef importance that happened before his eighth year. He went to 
private schools until he was sixteene Then he came to New Or- 
jeans with friends. lle made his way to California and is now 
working as a cooke 

His wife was born in Poesti of Iungarian ena Roumanian pa- 
rents. Her father was a foundry worker. from her mother and in 
sehool she learned needle work. Always fond of housework, she 
came here as a housemaid. Nothing can induce her to go back as 
ghe likes it here very much. She is insisting that things are 
better and as she talks you hear often her remark, "I don't know; 
who knows »" 

The yair are planning to visit Roumania soon. The parents 
are no longer living, but brothers and sisters that did not want 
to come here are still there. 

fhe boys in Roumania are not 80 interested in sports as they 
are heres Gymnastics is about the only sport. There is not 
much reereation there as studies during school terms take up al- 
most all of the free hours. Girls are very industrious. Often 
you see spiming wheels busily at work. All is hand work. The 
girls do very much embroidery in color. Black, red, yellow and 
many bright colors are used to make necessary clothing. All is 
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nm about six years Olde All their work is greatly trea- 
a. Byen the linens for men's shirts are embroidered in color. 
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_ In the city of Buzen, Roumania, there dwelt a family whose 
members were envied by everyone who knew them. There were many 
good and sufficient reasons for envying them, but two of them 
were outstanding. ‘The first reason was the fact that the head 


ef that family, Mr. Michael K. was a successful businesa nen, 


and the second reason was the acknowledged good character and 
super-intelligence of every member of that family. 

The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. K., two sons and two 
daughters. One of the sons, after finishing a Lyceum course 
(some fifty years ago, a Lyceum course in Rownenia was equiva- 
lent to a high school plus two years of a-University course, in 
the United Jtates;, was sent to Munich, Germany, to study the 
art of portraiture; the other son was employed in his father's 
business which was known as an apothecary. 

The older daughter was given in marriage to one of her fa- 
ther's employees who occupied the position of bookekeeper and ca- 
shier; with that marriage went a large dowry. Shortly after the 
marriage, the young couple decided to establish themselves in a 
similar business to that of the young bride's father in another 
Gity. They selected for their future residence and business ac- 
tivity, a city known as Galatz and in due time they departed. be- 
tween the date of the young couple's marriage and the date of the 
Qpening of. their own business establishment, some ten months el- 
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apsed. Being a new establishment amongst many older ones, the 


‘eouple had dissipated their entire dowry and they appealed to 


the bride's father for more financial assistance, This the lat- 
ter readily granted. But the longer the young couple remained in 
business, the worse became their financial condition. | 

One day the young husband told his wife tmt she must again 
appeal to her father for financial essistance and this she de- 
@lined to do. Thereupon the husband gave his wife a terrible beat- 
ing and threatened to leave her. Being a woman of refinement and 
good sense, and knowing the stigma that people would attach to her- 
self, as well as the great grief that would befall upon her parents 
in the event that her husband left her, she yielded; and again, for 
the fourth time, appealed to her father for money. Thie process 
of beating his wife end threatening to leave her continued about 
three years. When the last eppeal was made, the father confessed 
to his daughter and to his soy-in-law that he oould no longer ad- 
vance any money, for the reason that the heavy advances he had 
made to them exhausted his credit end virtually made him a bank- 
rupt. The very next day the young son-in-law disappeared. 

Being grief-stricken at.the turn matters took, the daughter 
401d her father the reasons for her several appeals to him, and 
left everything to his om judgment. There was nothing else for 
the father to do than to close up the establishment and take his 
daughter back. fut ir. Ke was indeed a bankrupt and not long ef- 
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ter he took beck his daughter and her one child, the creditors 
Glosed his business and a bankruptoy court disposed of it. Thus, 
after a successful business career during a period of about thirty 
years, Mrs Ke and his family were faced by abject poverty, and as- 
ide from the poverty, that once envied family were grief and panic 
stricken from shame and humiliation. 

fo remain in Buzen and struggle with poverty as well es face 
old acquaintances and friends, was out of the question. Therefore, 
after a family consultation which included a step-brother of Dire | 
Ke's, it was decided that they should try to secure the necessary 
funiis for their emigration to the United ‘States. At that meeting 
lr. Ke's step-brother promised to secure for them the required 
sum» in about six weeks, the entire #. family left their birth- 
place and mtive country for the friedly shores and melting pot 
of this entire planet Barth, namely, the United States of America. 

When they landed in the United States all of Mr. K.'s chil- 
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dren were of age, and the youngest daughter was about twenty years 


~~ a 
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of age. The son who was a student at one of the Munich art schools, 
joined them at Berlin; he was twenty-five years of age. The young- 
er gon was twenty-two years of age. 

Shortly after arriving in the United States they all sought 
and secured some kind of employment. MNre Ge became a peddler. 
After residing and working in New York City about one year the 


younger son went to Seattle where, in avery short time, he suc- 


ey 


ceeded in establishing a furniture business which proved suc- 
cessful from the very beginning. ‘The elder son who had some ta- 
lent as a portrait painter went to Hollywood and in 4 short time, 


- geoured employment as a scenic painter in one of the movie stu- 


dios. With both sons in the West, Mr. and Mra. Ke did not feel 
very contented in New York City, end having saved some money, Mire 
Ke decided to move to California. ‘After conveying the informe- 
tion to his two sone of his decision, the elder son suggested to 


his father to locate in San Francisco where he intended to join 


the family. 

peinting scenery, he admitted, was not to his liking, and 
therefore decided to quit. Im San Francisco both father and son 
engaged in the business of manufacturing neckties. The business 
prospered until the year 1929. 

Barly in the year 1929, Er. Ke passed away, and, aue to the 
depression, the younger Ks had to liquidate the business. low- 
ever, all of the members of that femily were contented and happy 
ever since they came to the United States. 

Mere Ke left surviving him, his wife, the two sons and four 
grandchildren. Two of the grandchildren, & son and daughter of 
the more or less artistic son graduated as architects, and today 


well established in their profession. 
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TREASURES OF QUEEN MARIE OF RUMANIA 


At the Palace of the Legion of Honor one may see a remark- 
able collection of royal Rumanian souvenirs, the gifts of Queen 


Marie of Rumania. 


There is a spacious drawing-room, which glitters with golden 


furniture from Marie's Palace of Sinai, Rumania. 


In a corner stands the Queen's golden throne chair, covered, 
as is the other furniture, with pure gold leaf. Each of the pieces 
was designed by the Queen and carved under her direct supervision. 


One of the chairs she sculptured herself, when she was Crown Princess. 


Across the table lays a mantle of gold cloth, Marie wore that 


at the coronation of the late Czar of Russia. It cost 150,000 francs. 


Nearby on a crimson velvet cushion, lays the original model 
of Marie's crown, encrusted with semiprecious stones. The diadem is 


of her own designing. 


The collection also embraces Marie's personal collection of 


souvenirs from various European rulers. 


Among them are a curious old bracelet given to Queen Victoria by 


the Prince Consort as a memento of the old palaces and castles in Coburg 
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belonging to his family. Its links are miniatures of these places. 


A jeweled crochet hook with which Queen Marie crocheted hundreds 


of woolen caps for poor children. 


A golden cigarette case given to Marie as a Christmas present 


by the officers of her regiment. 


Heavy golden and jeweled locket, with portraits of Queen Victoria 
and her youngest daughter, Princess Beatrice, given by her Majesty to 


the old governess who brought up the daughter. 


Inscribed locket given to Marie by her grandmother, Queen Victoria, 


on the death of the Prince Consort. 


Locket with portrait of Marie's grandfather, Emperor Alexander II, 
who was assassinated by Nihilists in St. Petersburg, March 1881. Gift 


of Queen Victoria. 


Brooch given to Marie, when she was bridesmaid to her aunt, 


Princess Beatrice, upon her marriage to Prince Henry of Battenberg. 


Small gold brooch given to Marie when a child by her father, the 


Duke of Edinburgh, when he was commander of the Mediterranean fleet. 


Brooch given Marie by Queen Victoria on her golden jubilee. 


A dagger once belonging to King Edward VII. 


The golden pen with which King Carol of Rumania signed the order 


for the opening of the great bridge over the Danube. 
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The pen with which Marie signed the opening of the Children's 


Hospital in 1921. 
A medal given to Marie the first year she passed in Rumania. 


Seal with old Greek cameo, once belonging to Czar Nicholas II. 


of Russia. 


Miniature of the Coliseum in Rome, once belonging to Marie's 


father. 


Bag worked by Queen Carmen Sylva especially for Marie. 


Curious brooch, given to Queen Carmen Sylva by her aunt, the old 


Queen of Sweden. 
Scottish badge worn by Marie's father when he was a boy. 
01d purse in which Queen Carmen Sylva carried her tatting shuttles. 
Queen Carmen Sylva's wedding handkerchief. 


A pair of tiny gloves belonging to Princess Marie of Rumania, 


daughter of Queen Carmen Sylva, who died at the age of 4. 
Notebook in which Queen Carmen Sylva wrote some of her last verses. 
Enameled box given to Marie by the King of Sweden. 
Relief portrait of Czar Alexander I. of Russia. 
Pincushion made by Princess Katherina of Greece at the age of 10. 


Fan used by Queen Carmen Sylva at the last public function. 
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THES BLOGRAPHY OF JOHN MULLER 
| ‘John tullex, a native of Bucharest, Houmania, was an only 
gon of a widowed mother. His education was superlative, to say 
the least. He not only had a thorough academic education, tut he 
could also speak and write, fluently, six languages beside his 
own native Roumanian language. 

At the age of twenty-four, he became a clerk in one of the 
ae largest banks of Bucharest and in the course of about two years 
th he rose to the position of head of the department of Foreign Ex- 

change » 
The last World War, however, caught him ae it were, in ite 
grip; that is to aay, he was drafted into the Rommanian army, de« . 
spite the fact that he wms the only son as well as the sole bread- 
winner of his widowed mother. 
in due time, he was sent to one of the trenches where he 
| lay, mostly in mda and well nigh starvation, for eight months. 
| During that time he contracted various physical ailments, but 
' by ehiefiy a chronic one of indigestion. Ke could retain absolutely 
nothing of any food that he ate, and eventually became almost a 


Corpse. 
Having given up hope of either release from the trench or 
medi cal relief, he vegan to scheme how to escape from his predica- 
ment. He decided to desert the army. lle could not, however, make 
up hie mind how or by what means he might escape. After consider- 
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able mental speculation, ne decided to take a chance and attempt 
to fraternize with some of the Russian soldiers, who occupied an 


opposite trench. By means of tobacco and various rations of food 


whieh he pilfered from some of his comrades, he succeeded in in- 


gratiating himself into the good graces of & Russian Captain. It 
was not leng before he found himself within Russian territory and 
algo with oa Russian Captain's uniform on his back. Thenceforward, 
although his movements through territory were slow, yet he suoceed- 
ed, after about six months, in reaching Vladivostck. Hie chief 
ald, of course, was the fact timt he spoke the Russian langusee. 
fluently. He also had various credentials forged, of course, with 
whichhis Russian benefactor provided hime 

From Vladivostok he hitehed-hikea to Harbin, end efter many 
months walking and travelling through he secured passage upon a 
freighter bound for the United States. | 

In 1916 he landed in the United States at San Prencisco, 
sick, penniless and friendless. But one of Muller's type and 
background, both educationally and socially, immediately found 
himself surrounded by many friends, all of vhom were of his own 
national ity. 

For & period of about three monthe he was provided with all 
the necessaries of life, and some meacure of entertainment, and 
$0 a1] appearances he had fully recovered. Thenceforward, the 
‘question confronted his friends what occuye tion he should embark 
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It was out of the question for him to do heavy physical 
Jabvor on account of his delicate health. Sach friend proposed a 


different occupation until one of them suggested the securing of 
advice from a lawyer, a Roumanian by birth, who had not heard of 
Muller. | 

After gensul ti ng with the lawyer, the latter inquired into 
John Muller's business experiences in the past which led hin to 
conclude that his client might secure & position ina bank. There- 
upon the lawyer gave IMller a letter of introduction to the mana- 
ger of @ large San Franciseo Bank, and the very next day he was 
at work as one of the many assistants in the Foreign Exchauge De- 
partmen t» 

Muller's salery was only ninsty dollars per month the first 
year; the second year the bank mid hin ninety-five dollars per 
month. During his second yoar with the bank, the latter acquired 


anew bank in one of the large Eastern cities, and the very mana- 


ger who had given him employment was transferred to manage it. 
Thereupon Muller asked to be transferred also to the Sastern 
branch, and his request was granted. His salary with the bank in 
the Kast was one hundred five dollars per month. 

After about six months with the Sastern bank, another bank 
in that city offered Muller the chief clerkship of its Foreign Ex- 
change Department at a salary of ten thousand dollars a year. Need~ 


less to say, Muller immediately took up his new position, and for 
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| a period of two years held it with entire satisfaction to his— 
2 Loyers &s woll as himself. — pat noe 

be | Por reasons which will never be knom, however, Muller's 
 twrench ailment} began to recur, and despitie the proper meaieal 
+ care and attontion, he guecumbed on account of a spontaneous at- 
ss tack of acute indigestion. : 

: While an employee with a large salary he had himself weil 
 Ansurea for the benefit of his mother, who survived him and who 
: 4s still residing in Roumania. — 

7 John Miller had fully intended to bring his mother to the 
wir | United States, but in the words of ome of our wise aucestors, 
Man proposes and God disposes,” or words to that effect. 
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John iupescu, age forty-one, married, and the father of es 
three children, left his native country Xoumania in 1910 and 
enigrated to the United States. 

At first he settled in New York, but on the account of an 
infection of the throat, he was advised to go to California. 

Having saved some monsy while working at his trade as a tailor, 
he was able to take his family with hime in due time they ar- 
rived in San francisco. ‘ 


tailoring was not Lupescutse original occupation. He ace 


quired that trade in New York. Before emigrating to the United 


States, he was a merchant on & small scale. After spending some 
time trying to secure a job in any kimi of a mercantile estabe 
lishuent he was unsuccessful because of his inability to speak \ 
the English language. Therefore he paid en established tailor . 
a specified gum to teach him the tailoring trade as well as the 

business end of ite In about aie year he was able to take a 

customer's measure, ait the cloth, do some sewing, especially on 

coats, and fit the garments. When the suits were finished not 

only were the castomers well satisfied, but he himself had a cere 

tain degree of pride. In other words, he tried his utmost ingen- 


ulty to become a master of the tallloring business. 


With that equipment and a smell amount of money after arrive 
ing in San Francisco, he decided to open a smll store and shop 
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of his oWne 

the first year lupesou struggled hard to ges a foothold, 
but he had no contractse One day it was necessary for him to 
secure some papers of identification for transmicsal to Roue 
mania, where one of his uncles hed left him a emall legacy 
After making some inguiries he was advised to consult «& law- 
yer and he was directed to ons ef the most prominent ones in 
San Franciscoe 

He called at the lawyer's office and pefore the interview 
ended the latter asked him: “Who made that suit of clothes 
you have on?" lupeseu's answer naturally was "I made it myself. 
I am a tailor." 

Shortly thereafter the lawyer and two of his associates 
called upon Iupescu for a suit of clothes for each ones it was 
not not after the suits were delivered to the three lawyers 
that Iupeseu began to feel that his success was assured. “ith- 
in one year he had enlarged both his store and shop and instead 
ef employing mly two or three workmen he had to employ a dozen. 

In 1917, his only son, who was handling the bookkeeping of 
Iupescu's tailoring business was drafted into the army and short- 
ly afterwards was sent to france with the first contingente ‘Some 
three monthe thereafter Lupe sou received notice to the effect 
that Michael Iupescu, age twenty-four, wae killed in an automobile 
accident. Thenceforward Iupescu lost ell interest in hie teilor- 
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ing enterprise as well as even his life. For about one year his 
wife end one of his daughters did their utmost to keap up the 
prosperous tailor shop and they also engaged more or less compe=- 
tent assistance, but neither of them understocd the art of tai- 
loring, nor did the assistents whom they mmc hired. Therefore 
they lost the best qustomrs and they were about to quit entirely. 

Fate and fortune, however, seemed to favor lupescuse The con- 
stant care and devotion bestared upon hom by hie other daughter 
brought him to an almost normal siate of healthe He was atleast 
freed from the almost daily recurrence of a lasting melencholy. 
Henee, he graduelly began to agein take an interest in hia tusi- 
ness, and by keeping himself constantly occupied with one or ane 
other of the many phases and details of his business he fully re- 
cuperated.s ¥rom time to time he sent circulers to his former 
customers, making many persons] calls, and in due time he not one 
ly saved his business, but he succeeded in regaining most of his 
cus tomers « 

In 1925 both of lupescu's deughiers were married, one to a 
lawyer and the other to a merchant. fo each of his daughters he 
gave a wedding gift of five thousand dollars. Im 1929, however, 
another sad event happened in Lupeseu's life. First, his son- 


dnelav, the merchant, left his wife and two children in destitute 


Gireunstances for parts unknown, and the day before he disappeared 
he had assigned his busine ss to the Board of Trade for the bene- 
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fit of hie creditors. Secondly, his other smm-in-law, the lave 
yer, had a stroke of paralysis and Lupescu had to provide the 
means of living for tliat family of five. 

It was impossible for Iupeseu from 1929 and thereafter to 
supply all the money required by practically three families; 
therefore, after consulting his wife, he decided to rent a large 
house where they ell could live together and manage somehow. ife~ 
ter all ware established in the new home, the lawyer passed away 
within two months. 

Having gone an extensive credit business, lupescu gradually 
discovered that most of his customers were financially unable to 
pay their bills and new paying customers became scarcer as the 
days and weeks and maths passed. Pinally, not being himself 
able to moet his finanelal obligations, he was obliged te turn 
his business over to the Board of Trede for the bencfit of his 
eredi tors 

But Iupescu had nine mouths to feed ami to shelter, and to 
provide with the other necessities of life. How to do so and 
how to secure the necessary amoumt of money for the purpose, be- 
came his chief problem. He began calling upon every nerenant 
tailor for any sort of work they might be in need of or care to 
engage him for, but there was no opening nor any chenes of there 
being one. Graduslly Iupesou lost all interest in life and became 


desponden te His wife and two Geughters, however, managed to 86- 
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cure a few necessities of life end alse borrowed money through 
a charitable organization ani in the course of time both cavghe 
ters engeged in s emll1 millinery business thet beceme famous 
for its artistic ledies' millinery. Having inherited from their 
father artistic tenfencies, the two daughters not only developed 
them, but they also capitelized their ingenuity.e In other words, 
their business became profitable far beyond their expectations « 
after being in business only sbout three yours they bought the 
home in which they lived, sent their father end mother on ¢ long 
pleasure trip, and were able to hire two maids in their home, one 
to take care of the children, and one to be the housekeeper and 
cooke 

It is perhaps needless to ad@ that no charitable orgenize- 
tion is refused a subscription by tupeseu's tvo daughters. 
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Ivan Sigur, fifty-tw years old, was born in the city of 
Braiia, oumania, Shartly after the surrender of the fortified 
Gity of Ylevna by the rurkish to the Russian army in 1875. Hig 
father, llie Sigur, wos a dragomn by professim, meaning in 
the Snglish language an interpreter, having mastered ten lane 
guages before he vas twenty-five years of BEC e 

there was cily one place at that tine, where one could 
learn so many different languages, and that wes around Eaypt 
aud the 86a Sea during the building of the Suez Canal. People 
from all mations, especially workingmen, flocked to that part 
of the world, because those tho could secure work, and very few 
could uot, were well paide Some Were gnall tradesmen, and anong 


them wag Ilie Sigur. 


After accumula ting some money Ilie decided to return to 
Roumania on the account of a raging eye disease, known to this 
day ag trachom. This disease is chiefly caused by the cand 


that is carried long distances by the desert winds from .frics 


blowing towarda the nor theeastern portion of that continent ana 
eiso by the extreme heat prevailing theree At any rete, when he 
returned to his home in Houmenia, Ilie Sigur found « ole heir 

who was named after his father, Ivan. He did not reme in long in 
his home, however, for he ws @uployed by the Russian Covernnent 


to net ae interyweter for the gereral staff of its army which 
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was then waging war against the furks. 

As soon as hostilities ceased, ilie Sigur was discharged, 
and he ogsin returned to his mtive city and country. 

' From the age of abou’ seven yeers to his fifteenth year, 
Ivan was kept in the best schools that money could procure for 
him to enter, but thereafter there was no school to which he 
could be sent in tmt city. 

After consulting various teachers, llie ms advised to 
semi his son to either Crakow or Vienna. Soth cities were then 
in the country know as Austria-Hungary, but the former city wes 
inhabited mostly by Polish people, whereas the latter city was 
predominently German. | 

Rownanians of that time were very friendly towards Cermans, 
but not at all towards Polish people, so therefore, Ilie decided 
to personally take his son to Vienna&e 

in Vienna Ivan was placed in a school where students were 
provided with board and lodging ani such educetional instruction 
as would thoroughly prepare one for a university. 

Pron about the middle of the nineteeirth century to the be- 
ginning of the last war, the World Yar, life in Vienna was un- 
like that of any other city on this planet. In the first place, 
everyone who could at all afford it, and very few could not, ii- 
terally and figuratively, lived what we in the United States 
might call the “highlife." With its bemtiful natural environ- 
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ments, its diarming and greceful women, its enchanting music, its 
thoroughly Bohemian and cosmopolitan atmosphere, its care-free 
people, Vienna was a veritable heaven on earth. In this whirl- 
wind, So to speck, Ivan was left to take care of himself as best 
he could. ie was only about eighteen years of age when he found 
himself attac:ed toa Viennese beauty who practically enslaved 
him to her heart's content end to his own uni oing. 

fo Ivan, maey was a great necessity in order to entertain 
his innamorate as well as provide her with all the luxuries ani 
pleasures she craved; therefore he wrote to his father very of- 
ten for money, giving all sa@its of reasons for needing it, but 
mever the true facts. In time hovever, his father suspected 
tha$ something wis wrong, and he decided to journey to Vienna 
to mke a persmal investigatim. 

Tlie Sigur, as soon as he reached Vienna, called at his 
son's school and his inquiry revealed the information that his 
son had not been seen for several days and no one could give 
him any clue as to where he might be found. ‘the only thing he 
could do was to abide his time ani watch the entrance to the 
schoole wo days later about twelve o'clock noon, Tlie's 
watehfulness was rewarded « 

While standing in the courtyard and talking to one of his 
son's schoolmates, he noticed his son at a distance of about one 


hundred feet walking leisurely towards the entrance of one of the 
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dormitories. 

48 soon as his so hed crossed the threshold of the door 
through which he had entered, Ilie Sigur asked the young man 
with whom he was engaged ina conversation, who lived within 
the dormitory to which he pointed. ‘The anewer was about fif- 
ty students, among them being Ivan Sigur. thereupon Ilie asked 
the young man if he wuld mind showing him his son's room, and 
without a second's hesitation, the latter did ao. At the door, 
before entering, Ilie thanked the young man, and they parted. 
immediately after, no oe being about in the hall, llie gave 
one short mock on the deor, and without waiting for the usual 
“Entree!” (come int), was within the room with the closed door 
behind hime He went up to his shere his son ms standing, who 
felt almos% shocked, and extended his hand, saying: "Son, I 
have come to pay you a visit. I have been called to an impor- 
tant basiness engagement that requires my personal presence.* 
the only thing which the son could say was "Father, I am happy 
that you have come, and I hope that you business cali will 
prove profitable." Nothing more ms said by either until they 
heard the sounl of a belle Ilie asked his son why the bell 
rang at that time of day, and he was informed thet it was lunch- 
time. At that Ilie asked his son to join him for lunch at any 

restaurant he wished to goe the son however had made other en- 


gagements, and he Said: "Father dear, not todaye I made an 
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appointment for to-day's luncheon sometime ago with a few of my 
schoolmates and it would be dishonorable for me not to appear. 
But I shall dine with you at the Keisehoff Hotel et cight o' 
@lock and shall remain with you just two hours, for at ten o' 
Glock I nat be back in the dormitory". Ilie betrayed no sign 
of displeasure, but on the contrary, he wished his son s pleasant 
time and departed. 

After leaving his son, Ilie called on a private aetective 
agenoy and procured the services of one of its men. His instruc- 
tions to the detective were to follow his son after leaving the 
Kaisehoff Hotel and as soon as he had made certain where his son 
went to return to the hotel and repart to him. The detective was 
given detailed information where father and son would be sitting 
in the lobby of the hotel from about nine F.M. on, and prior to 
the eai's departure the detective wae to obtain, by himself, a 
full description of young Sigur. 

At about 9:50 P.M., the two Sigurs shook hands and each 
went hie way, the father to his room and the son into the street. 
in front of the hotel young Sigur took a cab end the detective 
took the next ones Little dreaming that he was being pursued, 
in about fifteen minutes, young Sigur's cab stopped in front of 
@ stmll house, paid the coachmen ond dismissed him. fhe detec- 
tive made certain of the mumber of the house and immediately re- 
turned to the Kaiserhoff Hotel and reported to lliee what move 
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to make next, Ilie oowld not decide at the moment, therefore 
he instructed the detective to find out who jived in the house 
where his son had gom and to report to him the next day at 
noon. 

The next day the detective reported that a young woman ab- 
out twenty-one or twenty-two years of age lived in that house. 
She had been merried and her support came from & young man, whose 
father was a wealthy Rouwmanien. Her mame was Margaret Sehuitaler. 

At about 1;00 P.M. young Sigur called at his father's hotel 
where they had a luncheon mgagement. Before they went te the 
@ining room young Sigur said : *Pather, befare you leave Vienna, I 
eggame you will leave in a day or two, for Roumania, 1 wish you 
would leave me two thousand Gulden (a Gulden or Ducat was the 
equivalent of about fifty cents in United States money). i owe 
that much to various students for money borrowed and lost in 
- foolish card games." Without giving any indication as to how his 
son's request for money affected him, Ilie told his son tmt it 
was time for lunch. During the luncheon Tlie asked his son what 
progress he has made in his studies ami whether he bad decided 
which one of the many professions he preferred to follow. Young 
Sigur told his father that he considered himself oe of the best 
Students in his class and that after gradwmting from that school 
he would prefer to enter a medical school. fis ambition was to 
become a good surgeon. (The fact was that the Director of the 
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sehool gave Ilie an unfavorable report regarding his son's 
stending in the class). Jamchoon being cover, the 4mo Feturned 
to Ihie's room. After a few moments Ilie sala; “Son, you ani. 
I are leaving Vieuna to-morrow. Go to your darmitory and pack 
all your things. it is now 2:50 Peli. At four o'clock I shall 
gall far you. Sefore you leave the school we shall call on the 
Director and settle the account to date, and from the students 
from whom you borrowed money, give me a list af theix names and 
the amount of money you owe to each and when we reach home you 
will mail bank-drafte to all". 

After listening to tis father's ine tructions the young fel- 
Low could not utter a sylieble. He almost fainted. All he could 
say was; “Why, father?" But Tlie had mace up his mind to rescue 
his son from a youthful escapade and he was fully resolved on 
thet atepe Young Sigur mew that his father's decision could net 
possibly be over~ruled and to defy him was out of the question, 
therefore wl thout saying a single ward to any one, not even to 
his inamorata, he obeyed his father and the next day they were 
both on the way to Roumaniiaese 

When they reached home, lille had a confidential talk with 
his wife and about three weeks later they were ali bound for the 
United States. After lending in New York they rested about one 
week and made weparations for their journey to San Francisco 
where Ilie had a brother wio had emigrated some years previous. 
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After arriving in San Franciseo, and in a fatherly fashion, 
Tlie told his sen all that he had learned about him while he was 
@ studemt in Vienma. Nevertheless, if he was sincere in his de- 
cision to become a surgeon he would give him aiother chance. Young 
Sigur assured hia father Sist he was certain in his own mind that 
he wanted to become * surgeon. In about seven years, at the age 
of about twenty-six years Ivan was a full fledged physician and 
gurgeon. For some years he was quite suecessful. Le married 
when thirty years cld ad has two children, one son and one daugh- 
ter. Shortly after the eollapes of the stock mrket in 1929 his 
wife died and ever since he has had great aiffieulty in cbtain- 
ing sufficient incom from his medical practice to secure at 
least the necessities of life for himsslf and his two children. 
He is competent in his profescion, industrious, and free from 
vices. His few remaining patients cemot afford to pay him, and 
his childére: can semre no resnmerative work. They are both tak- 
ing commercial courses in night schools. 
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Ghieca Vladimireseu was bern in Braila, Roumania. When he 
was about six years of age, he asked his father to buy a violin 
in order that he might learn to play that imtrument.e It seems 
that Ghica was e lover of music. His father, however, refused 
to yield to the youngster's entreaties upon the ground that he 
4id not wans 2 gypsy in the family. Now it is trus that aost mau- 
aiciens, especially the good ones, in Soumania were at one tine 
mostly gypsica, ani therefore, it was not in accordance with so- 


. @lal custom for a white bey to study musle ad io play any musical 


inatrument. Girle on the other hand, mrticularly of the wealth- 
ier class, might be instructed to play the planc, mt a boy's ca- 
Freer was cestined for more unsesthetic vocationse Not having been 
able to persuade his father to change his mind, the youngster con- 
timued his ¢tudies in a private school until he reached the age 
of about seventeen years, when, taking advantage of his father's 
absence, he closed his books and left the school for good. There- 
upon he enlisted in the army with the express understanding that 
he was to be attached to any regiment's musical band in order to 
becom a musicians 

But Ghica beim too ignorant ani with no experience whatso- 
ever in worldly matters, he learned too late that an army musical 
bend had neither string nor piano musical instruments; therefore, 
he Ind to learn to play the next best ausieal instrument which, 


ea aot. 
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according to the musical band's conductor, was a clarinet. Not 
many months elapsed before the new musical recruit mastered that 
instrument. Indeed, the band's conductor was so pleased with his 
pupil that the former gave the latter the wivilezge of his own 
home, where most of the music was written for the rerpective musi- 
cal instruments from a score. {the art of printing meie was not 
in full use at that time). And when the comductor was certain 
that his new pupil was acquainted with the ranges of every musical 
instrument, the former often gave the baton to the latter to lead 
the band. 

For about two and one half years Ghica was a musician in an 
army musical band in Roumania, and during most of that time his 
father tried hie utmost to dissuade him from continuing such an 
unprofitable as well as socially despised vocation, but the son 
continued with his career on the grounds that he could not secure 
his discharze. 

AG this time, a new angle developed. Ghiea's mother divorced 
his father, married again, and shortly theresfter emigrated to the 
United States and established themselves in New Yorke For about 
fifteen years Ghiea had not heard from his mother and one day a 
istter was delivered te him from her wherein she wrote to the ef- 
feet that she wild provide him with all the necessary trans porta- 
tion if he will ask for his diecharge from the army musical band 
and come to the United States where he could become almost any thing 
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he desired. After consulting with his father regarding the con- 
tents of his mother's letter, father and son agreed that it would 
be best for the latter's future to accept his mother's offer. Ac- 
cordingly, after considerable effort Ghica was discharged from the 
army, end in the yeer 1891 he emigrated to the Unite? States. 
Ghicea, when he arrived in the United States spoke Roumanian, 


‘French and German fluently, but har@ly a word of the Melish len- 


guage. Nevertheless, he applied himself industriously to the stuly 
of Snglish, and after about one year in the United States he not 
only could speak and write that lensua ze well, tot he passed a ri- 
gid examination before the Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and secured a certificate certifying that he was capable of 
registering as a law student in any university in the state of 
New Yorks Thereafter he did mtrimlsete ata university, and af- 
ter studying two years (the required pericd of study for a license 
to practise law), he was graduated with the degree of L.LeB. 

But Ghica was too ambitious. He was not quite content with 
being a lawyer--he wanted to be a medico-legal expert. ‘Therefore, 
he had to begin the study of medicine, in order to obtain the de- 
gree of N.D, Accordingly, he begen to study medicine, and after | 
four years the degrees of M.D. was conferred upon him. Then it 
dawnea upon him that as a medico-legal expert he would not be 
able to sarm enough to keep the proverbial wolf away from his 
door. He thus eigaged in the practice of medicine exCGlusively. 
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ie But to his great regret, he had no liking whatever for this pro- 


e: _ fession, ana after practising about seven years he abandoned it. 
ae For sonetine thereafter he tried his hand at writing, but the 


environment around him then was against him end he lecked the 
will power to change his environment. Following this, he wrote 
Comments on the decisions of the courts of last resort of the 


forty-eight states for about two years, and for the last twenty- 


s five years he hes been engaged in the practice of law. ‘fo be hon- 
est about it, Ghica must confess that he not only does not shine 


as a lawyer, but he sometimes dogs not know how to keep the "wol- 
ves" away from his door. His opinion is that parents should as- 
certain what « child likes to become in the complicated conditions 


of human eo dle fy, and to yield to his yearning. 
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John was born in siete thin His family were grain merchants. 
He received a high school adduxelen. which he says was about the 
equivalent of finishing the first year or two of a college course 
in the United States. 

He went into the Army when he was eighteen years old as a pri- 
vate, and worked himself up toa lieutenancy. He says that in the 
old Russian Army it was a common thing for high school graduates to 
rise from the ranks, as they were comparatively few and besides, had 
had the advantage of military training in school. 

Just before the Russo-Japanese War, he resigned. He says it 
was partly to escape the war, and partly because he was tired of the 
army life and wanted to travel. His family was wealthy so he did 
not have to depend on the Army for a living. 

He travelled for.a year in Hurope and the United States. Upon 
returning home he went into the grain business with a brother. He 
gtayed there several years, but he had been very pleased with the 
United States and finally decided to go the States to live. 

As he intendea to continue in the grain business he located in 
& grain-producing state, Minnesota. He stayed there, except for a 
six months' visit to Russia, until 1912 and then moved to Oakland, 
California. Here he started a grocery store, running it until 1932, 


when he went broke. He had a good deal of his money invested in 


Stocks, and lost it during the first part of the depression. He is 
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working on the S.E.R.A. now. 

He has never married. 

He is a small dark wiry looking man of about sixty-five. He 
is intelligent and seems to keep well informed on current topics. 
He says he reads a good deal. 

He would not want to be in Besserabia under present conditions, 
but if it had not been taken away from Russia, he thinks he would 
like to go back. 

He does not think that coming to America has made much change 
in him in culture, viewpoint, etc. He says his mode of life, aside 
from a few minor changes in food, etc. and the fact that he has 


been separated from his relatives, has been pretty much the same. 
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Miss Nicoluescu was born in Bucurest, the Capital of Rouma- 
nia, whieh is a beautiful city. One long shopping street, known 
as Calea Victoriei extends from the Chaussee to the river. the Pa- 
lace and two big hotels are situated on that street. M@here are nu- 
merous shops, which flaunt superfluities at profitable prices. 

Some of the Roumanians who live in the larger cities are rich 
and love to dawdle in the hotels and cafes at noon and afternoon 
drinking "“fuica" and lounging--men and women alike--against the 
plate-glass windows, which reflect both their own profiles and the 
Silhouettes of passers-by. Street cabs roll smoothly here on rub- 
ber tires, and the coachmen resplendent in blue velvet and scarlet 
Sashes have a regal appearance. Life is childishly simple. ‘they 
wake late in the morning, and stroll towards the Chaussée at twelve. 

Bucarest has several parks, two are pretty and one alone is fa- 
shionable. ‘his latter is the Chaussee, a sort of "Champs Elysees" 
but it leads out into the open country instead of towards a Bois. 
Here lead all roads where motors travel, and here, towards evening 
end all Roumanian "perfect days", for the whole population of the 
town drives or strolls in the sunset. 

The hotels are primitive for a country which inclines instinct- 
ively towards display of luxury. 

fhe house in woich Miss Nicoluescu dwelt was very comfortable 


and they had two servants. She belonged to a family who enjoyed a 
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good reputation. Her father was a highly intellectual man. He was 
& newspaper writer, and her mother was also an educated lady. Both 
of them tried to give their six children (two girls and four boys) 
& good education. Her mother spent all of her time guiding and 
teaching them the meaning of honor, morality, cooperation as well 
&@S to see clearly the real interests and results of their deeds. 

She (Miss Nicoluescu) was the oldest of the girls. on her 
twelfth birthday her dear father died suddenly, and soon their trou- 
bles began. The money the father left dwindled away quickly. Her 
mother, who was brought up in luxury, and during her marriage also 
had more than the necessary daily needs faced the Situation discou- 
ragingly. 

After a few years of struggle and despair, the informant's old- 
est brother (Gluica) went to the United States. He remained in New 
York, where he got a position in a bank as foreign correspondent. 
Depriving himself of almost everything he saved up enough money to 
Send a ticket for his sister. 

Arriving in New York she met with nothing but reverses. She 
Could not get an office position as she expected to do before leay- 
ing for the United States, nor any other Suitable position. She 
therefore had to take a maid's job, which made her feel somewhat in- 
ferior in her own estimation. For several years she worked as hard 
aS she could, g0ing also to night School, and having saved up some mo- 


ney she came out to San francisco, hoping to ameliorate her situa- 
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tion. But to her great regret she met only with disappointments 
until last year, 1933, when she got a position as secretary with 
the C.W.A. and when that was discontinued she was transferred to an- 
other Federal position. 

last time I saw her she exclaimed: i can't tell you how happy 


I am at present, and the cause of it is that I do the work I love 


to do. I am content and contentment is the basis of happiness. 
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X was born in Caracatu, Roumania of middle class people. 
His father was in the police force. He says he remembers little 
ef importance that happened before his eighth year. He went to 
private schools until he was sixteen. Then he came to New Or- 
leans with friends. He made his way to California and is now 
working as a cook. 

His wife was born in Poesti of Hungarian and Xoumanian pa- 
rents. Her father was a foundry worker. From her mother and in 
school she learned needle work. Always fond of housework, she 
came here as a housemaid. Nothing can induce her to go back as 
she likes it here very much. She is insisting that things are 
better and as she talks you hear often her remark, "I don't know; 
who knows." 

The pair are planning to visit Roumania soon. fhe parents 
are no longer living, but brothers and sisters that did not want 
to come here are still there. 

fhe boys in Roumania are not so interested in sports as they 
are here. Gymnastics is about the only sport. fhere is not 
much recreation there as studies during school terms take up al- 
most all of the free hours. Girls are very industrious. Often 
you see spiming wheels busily at work. All is hand work. The 
girls do very much embroidery in color. Black, red, yellow and 


many bright colors are used to make necessary clothing. All is 
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made out of linen and embroidered. hey start on their trous- 
seau when about six years old. All their work is greatly trea- 


sured. Even the linens for men's shirts are embroidered in color. 
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In the city of Buzen, Roumania, there dwelt a family whose 
members were envied by everyone who knew them. ‘here were many 
good and sufficient reasons for envying them, but two of them 
were outstanding. The first reason was the fact that the head 
of that family, Mr. Michael K. was a successful business man, 
and the second reason was the acknowledged good character and 
super-intelligence of every member of that family. 

The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. K., two sons and two 
daughters. One of the sons, sitter finishing a Lyceum course 
(some fifty years ago, a Lyceum course in Roumania was equiva- 
lent to a high school plus two years of a University course, in 
the United States), was sent to Munich; Germany, to study the 
art of portraiture; the other son was employed in his father's 
business which was known as an apothecary. 

The older daughter was given in marriage to one of her fa- 
ther's employees who occupied the position of book-keeper and ca- 
Shier; with that marriage went a large dowry. Shortly after the 
marriage, the young couple decided to establish themselves in a 
Similar business to that of the young bride's father in another 
city. They selected for their future residence and business ac- 
tivity, a city known as Galatz and in due time they departed. Be- 
tween the date of the young couple's marriage and the date of the 


opening of their own business establishment, some ten months el- 
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apsed. Being a new establishment amongst many older ones, the 
Couple had dissipated their entire dowry and they appealed to 

the bride's father for more financial assistance. ‘This the lat- 
ter readily granted. But the longer the young couple remained in 
business, the worse became their financial condition. 

One day the young husband told his wife that she must again 
appeal to her father for financial assistance and this she de- 
clined to do. fhereupon the husband gave his wife a terrible beat- 
ing and threatened to leave her. Being a woman of refinement and 
good sense, and knowing the stigma that people would attach to her- 
self, as well as the great grief that would befall upon her parents 
in the event that her husband left her, she yielded; and again, for 
the fourth time, appealed to her father for money. This process 
of beating his wife and threatening to leave her continued about 
three years. When the last appeal was made, the father confessed 
to his daughter and to his soy-in-law that he could no longer ad- 
vance any money, for the reason that the heavy advances he had 
made to them exhausted his credit and virtually made him a bank- 
rupt. The very next day the young son-in-law disappeared. 

Being grief-stricken at the turn matters took, the daughter 
told her father the reasons for her several appeals to him, and 
left everything to his ow judgment. here was nothing else for 
the father to do than to close up the establishment and take his 
daughter back. But Mr. K. was indeed a bankrupt and not long af- 
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ter he took back his daughter and her one child, the creditors 
elosed his business and a bankruptcy court disposed of it. Thus, 
after a successful business career during a period of about thirty 
years, Mr. K. and his family were faced by abject poverty, and as- 
ide from the poverty, that once envied family were grief and panic 
stricken from shame and humiliation. 

fo remain in Buzen and struggle with poverty as well as face 
old acquaintances and friends, was out of the question. Therefore, 
after a family consultation which included a step-brother of lir. 
K.'s, it was decided that they should try to secure the necessary 
funds for their emigration to the United States. At that meeting 
Mr. K.'s step-brother promised to secure for them the required 
sum. In about six weeks, the entire K. family left their birth- 
place and mtive country for the friendly shores and melting pot 
of this entire planet Earth, nemely, the United States of Ameriga. 

Woe they landed in the United States all of Mir. K.'s chil- . 
dren were of age, and the youngest daughter was about twenty years 
of age. The son who was a student at one of the Munich art schools, 
joined themat Berlin; he was twenty-five years of age. The young- 
er son was twenty-two years of age. 

Shortly after arriving in the United States they a11 sought 
and secured some kind of employment. Mr. C. became a peddler. 
After residing and working in New York City about one year the 


younger son went to Seattle where, in a very short time, he suc- 
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ceeded in establishing a furniture business which proved suc- 
cessful from the very beginning. The elder son who had some ta- 
lent as a portrait painter went to Hollywood and in a short time, 
secured employment as a scenic painter in one of the movie stu- 
dios. With both sons in the West, lir. and Mrs. K. did not feel 
very contented in New York City, and having saved some money, iir. 
Ke decided to move to California. After conveying the informa- 
tion to his two sons of his decision, the elder son suggested to 
his father to locate in San Francisco where he intended to join 
the family. 

painting scenery, he admitted, was not to his liking, and 
therefore decided to quit. In San Francisco both father and son 
engaged in the business of manufacturing neckties. fhe business 
prospered until the year 1929. 

Early in the year 1929, ir. Ke passed away, and, due to the 
depression, the younger K. had to liquidate the business. How- 
ever, all of the members of that family were contented and happy 
ever since they came to the United States. 

Mre Ke. left surviving him, his wife, the two sons and four 
grandchildren. two of the grendchildren, a son and daughter of 
the more or less artistic son graduated as architects, and today 


well established in their profession. 
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THE BLOGRAPHY OF JOHN MULLER 

John Muller, a. native of Bucha rest, Roumania, was an only 
son of a widowed mother. His education was superlative, to say 
the least. He not only had a thorough academic education, but he 
could also speak and write, fluently, six languages beside his 
own native Roumanian language. 

At the age of twenty-four, he became a clerk in one of the 
largest banks of Bucharest and in the course of about two years 
he rose to the position of head of the department of Foreign Ex- 
change . 

The last World War, however, caught him as it were, in its 
grip; that is to say, he was drafted into the Ronmanian army, de- 
spite the fact that he was the only son as well as the sole bread- 
winner of his widowed mother. 

-in due time, he was sent to one of the trenches where he 
lay, mostly in mud and well nigh starvation, for eight months. 
During that time he contracted various physical ailments, but 
chiefly a chronic one of indigestion. ue could retain absolutely 
nothing of any food that he ate, and eventually became almost a 
corpse.. 

Having given up hope of either release from the trench or 
medical relief, he began to scheme how to escape from his predica- 
ment. He decided to desert the army. He could not, however, make 


up his mind how or by what means he might escape. After consider- 
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able mental speculation, ne decided to take a chance and attempt 
to fraternize with some of the Russian soldiers, who occupied an 
opposite trench. By means of tobacco and various rations of food 
which he pilfered from some of his comrades, he succeeded in in- 
gratiating himself into the good graces of a Russian Captain. it 
was not long before he found himself within Russian territory and 
also with a Russian Captain's uniform on his back. Thenceforward, 
although his movements through territory were slow, yet he succeed- 
ed, after about six months, in reaching Vladivostok. His chief 
aid, of course, was the fact tmt he spoke the Russian language 
fluently. He also had various credentials forged, of course, with 
which his Russian benefactor provided him. 

From Vladivostok he hitched-hiked to Harbin, and after many 
months walking and travelling through he secured passage upon a 
freighter bound for the United States. 

in 1916 he landed in the United States at San Francisco, 
Sick, penniless and friendless. But one of Muller's type and 
background, both educationally and socially, immediately found 
himself surrounded by many friends, all of whom were of his own 
nationality. 

For a period of about three months he was provided with all 
the necessaries of life, and some measure of entertainment, and 
to all appearances He had fully recovered. MThenceforward, the 


question confronted his friends what occuration he should embark 
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upon. It was out of the question for him to do heavy physical 
labor on account of his delicate health. Each friend proposed a 
different occupation until one of them suggested the securing of 
advice from a lawyer, a Roumanian by birth, who had not heard of 
Muller. 

After consulting with the lawyer, the latter inquired into 
John Muller's business experiences in the past which led him to 
gonelude that his client might secure a position in a bank. ‘here- 
upon the lawyer gave liuller a letter of introduction to the mana- 
ger of a large San Francisco Bank, and the very next day he was 
at work as one of the many assistants in the Foreign Exchange De- 
partment. 

Muller's salary was only ninety dollars per month the first 
year; the second year the bank paid him ninety-five dollars per 
month. During his second year with the bank, the latter acquired 
a new bank in one of the large astern cities, and the very mana- 
ger who had given him employment was transferred to manage it. 
Thereupon Muller asked to be transferred also to the Hastern 
branch, and his request was granted. His salary with the bank in 
the East was one hundred five dollars per month. 

After about six months with the Eastern bank, another bank 
in that city offered Muller the chief clerkship of its Foreign iEx- 
change Department at a salary of ten thousand dollars a year. Need- 


less to say, Muller immediately took up his new position, and for 
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@ period of two years held it with entire satisfaction to his 
employers as well as himself. 

For reasons which will never be known, however, liuller's 
trench ailment began to recur, and despite the proper medical 
care and attention, he succumbed on account of a spontaneous at- 
tack of acute indigestion. 

While an employee with a large salary he had himself well 
insured for the benefit of his mother, who survived him and who 
is still residing in Roumania. 

John Muller had fully intended to bring his mother to the 
United States, but in the words of one of our wise ancestors, 


"Man proposes and God disposes," or words to that effect. 
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John iupescu, age forty-one, married, and the father of 
three children, left his native country Koumania in 1910 and 
emigrated to the United States. 

At first he settled in New York, but on the account of an 
infection of the throat, he was advised to go to California. 
Having saved some money while working at his trade as a tailor, 
he was able to take his family with him. in due time they ar- 
rived in San francisco. 

tailoring was not Lupescu's original occupation. He ace 
quired that trade in New York. Before emigrating to the United 
States, he was a merchant on a small scale. After spending some 
time trying to secure a job in any kim of a mercantile estab- 
lishment he was unsuccessful because of his inability to speak 
the English language. ‘Therefore he paid an established tailor 
a specified sum to teach him the tailoring trade as well as the 
business end of it. In about me year he was able to take a 
customer'S measure, cut the cloth, do some sewing, especially on 
coats, and fit the garments. When the suits were finished not 
only were the customers well satisfied, but he himself had a cer- 
tain degree of pride. In other words, he tried his utmost ingen- 
uity to become a master of the tailoring business. 

With that equipment and a small amount of money after arriv- 


ing in San Francisco, he decided to open a small store and shop 
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of his own. 

The first year Lupescu struggled hard to get a foothold, 
but he had no contractse One day it was necessary for him to 
secure some papers of identification for transmissal to Rou- 
mania, where one of his uncles had left him a small legacy. 
After making some inquiries he was advised to consult a law- 
yer and he was directed to one of the most prominent ones in 
San Franciscoe 

He called at the lawyer's office and before the interview 
ended the latter asked him: “Who made that suit of clothes 
you have on?" IJupescu’s answer naturally was "I made it myself. 
I am a tailor." 

Shortly thereafter the lawyer and two of his associates 
called upon Iupescu for a suit of clothes for each one. it was 
not not after the suits were delivered to the three lawyers 
that Lupescu began to feel that his success was assured. With- 
in one year he had enlarged poth his store and shop and instead 
of employing omly two or three workmen he had to employ a dozen. 

In 1917, his only son, who was handling the bookkeeping of 
Iupescu's tailoring business was drafted into the army and short- 
ly afterwards was sent to lrance with the first contingent. some 
three months thereafter Lupescu received notice to the effect 
that Michael Lupescu, age twenty-four, was killed in an automobile 


accident. Thenceforward Lupescu lost all interest in his tailor- 
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ing enterprise as well as even his life. for about one year his 
wife and one of his daughters did their utmost to keep up the 
prosperous tailor shop and they also engaged more or less compe- 
tent assistance, but neither of them understood the art of tai- 
loring, nor did the assistants whom they had hired. Therefore 
they lost the best customers and they were about to quit entirely. 

Fate and fortune, however, seemed to favor Llupescu.e. The con- 
stant care and devotion bestowed upon hom by his other daughter 
brought him to an almost normal state of health. He was atleast 
freed from the almost daily recurrence of a lasting melancholy. 
Hence, he gradually began to again take an interest in his busi- 
ness, and by keeping himself constantly occupied With one or an- 
other of the many phases and details of his business he fully re- 
cuperated. From time to time he sent circulars to his former 
customers, making many personal calls, and in due time he not on= 
ly saved his business, but he succeeded in regaining most of his 
customers e 

In 1925 both of iupescu's daughters were married, one toa 
lawyer and the other to a merchant. To each of his daughters he 
gave a wedding gift of five thousand dollars. In 1929, however, 
another sad event happened in Iupescu's life. First, his son- 
in-law, the merchant, left his wife and two children in destitute 


circumstances for parts unknown, and the day before he disappeared 


he had assigned his business to the Board of frade for the bene- 
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fit of his creditors. Secondly, his other son-in-law, the law- 
yer, had a stroke of paralysis and Lupescu had to provide the 
means of living for that family of five. 

It was impossible for lupescu from 1929 and thereafter to 
supply all the money required by practically three families; 
therefore, after consulting his wife, he decided to rent a large 
house where they all cold live together and manage somehow. Af- 
ter all were established in the new home, the lawyer passed away 
within two months. 

Having done an extensive credit business, Lupescu gradually 
discovered that most of his customers were financially unable to 
pay their bills and new paying customers became scarcer as the 
days and weeks and mmths passed. Finally, not being himself 
able to meet his financial obligations, he was obliged to turn 
his business over to the Board of Grade for the benefit of his 
creditors e 

But Lupescu had nine mouths to feed ami to shelter, and to 
provide with the other necessities of life. How to do so and 
how ¢o secure the necessary amount of money for the purpose, be- 
came his chief problem. He began calling upon every merehant 
tailor for any sort of work they might be in need of or care to 
engage him for, but there was no opening nor any chance of there 
being one. Gradually Lupescu lost all interest in life and became 


despondent. His wife and two daughters, however, managed to se- 
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cure a few necessities of life and also borrowed money through 
a charitable organization and in the course of time both daugh- 
ters engaged in a small millinery business that became famous 
for its artistic ladies' millinery. Having inherited from their 
father artistic tendencies, the two daughters not only developed 
them, but they also capitalized their ingenuity. In other words, 
their business became profitable far beyond their expectations. 
After being in business only about three years they bought the 
home in which they lived, sent their father and mother on a long 
pleasure trip, and were able to hire two maids in their home, one 
to take care of the children, and one to be the housekeeper and 
cooke 

It is perhaps needless to add that no charitable organiza- 


tion is refused a subscription by Lupescu's two daughters. 
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Ivan Sigur, fifty-two years old, was born in the city of 
Braila, Koumania, shartly after the surrender of the fortified 
city of Plevna by the turkish to the Russian army in 1878. His 
father, Ilie Sigur, was a dragoman by profession, meaning in 
the English language an interpreter, having mastered ten lan- 
guages before he was twenty-five years of ages 

fhere was only one place at that time, where one could 


learn so many different languages, and that was around Egy pt 


ana the Red Sea during the building of the Suez Canal. People 
from all nations, especially workingmen, flocked to that part 

of the world, because those wio could secure work, and very few 
could not, were well paid. Some were small tradesmen, and among 
them was ilie Sigur. 

After accamula ting some money Ilie decided to return to 
Rowumania on the account of a raging eye disease, Known to this 
day as trachoma. ‘This disease is chiefly caused by the sand 
that is carried long distances by the desert winds from Africa 
blowing towards the north-eastern portion of that continent and 
also by the extreme heat prevailing there. At any rate, when he 
returned to his home in Xoumania, Ilie Sigur found a male heir 
who was nemed after his father, Ivan. He did not remain long in 
his home, however, for he was employed by the Russian Government 


to act as interpreter for the general staff of its army which 
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was then waging war against the furks. 

As soon as hostilities ceased, Ilie Sigur was discharged, 
and he again returned to his native city aa country e 

From the age of about seven years to his fifteenth year, 
Ivan was kept in the best schools that money could procure for 
him to enter, but thereafter there was no school to which he 
could be sent in that city. 

After consulting various teachers, Ilie was advised to 
send his son to either Crakow or Vienna. Both cities were then 
in the country known as Austria-Hungary, but the former city was 
inhabited mostly by Polish people, whereas the latter city was 
predominently German. 

Roumanians of that time were very friendly towards Germans, 
but not at all towards Polish people, so therefore, Ilie decided 
to personally take his son to Vienna. 

In Vienna ivan was placed in a school where students were 
provided with board and lodging and such educational instruction 
as would thoroughly prepare one for a university. 

From about the middle of the nineteenth century to the be- 
ginning of the last war, the World War, life in Vienna was un- 
like that of any other city on this planet. In the first place, 
everyone who could at all afford it, and very few could not, li-+- 
terally and figuratively, lived what we in the United States 
might call the "highlife." With its bemtiful natural environ- 
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ments, its charming and graceful women, its enchanting music, its 
thoroughly Bohemian and cosmopolitan atmosphere, its care-free 
people, Vienna was a veritable heaven on earth. In this whirl- 
Wind, so to speak, ivan was left to take care of himself as best 
he could. He was only about eighteen years of age when he found 
himself eed to a Viennese beauty who practically enslaved 
him to her heart's content and to his own undoing. 

fo Ivan, mamey was a great necessity in order to entertain 
his innamorata as well as provide her with all the luxuries and 
pleasures she craved; therefore he wrote to his father very of- 
ten for money, giving all s@ts of reasons for needing it, but 
never the true facts. In tim however, his father suspected 
that something was wrong, and he decided to journey to Vienna 
to make a persmal investigatim. 

Tlie Sigur, as soon as he reached Vienna, called at his 
son's sehool and his inquiry revealed the information that his 
son had not been seen for several days and no one could give 
him any clue as to where he might be found. ithe only thing he 
could do was to abide his time and watch the entrance to the 
school. ‘wo days later about twelve o'clock noon, [lie's 
watchfulness was rewarded. 

While standing in the courtyard and talking to one of his 
son's schoolmates, he noticed his son at a intense of about one 


hundred feet walking leisurely towards the entrance of one of the 
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dormitories. 

As soon as his son had crossed the threshold of the door 
through which he had entered, ilie Sigur asked the young man 
With whom he was engaged in a conversation, who lived within 
the dormitory to which he pointed. ihe answer was about fif- 
ty students, among them being Ivan Sigur. thereupon ilie asked 
the young man if he would mind showing him his son's room, and 
without a second's hesitatiom, the latter did so. At the door, 
before entering, Ilie thanked the young man, and they parted. 
Immediately after, no oe being about in the hall, [lie gave 
one short knock on the door, and without waiting for the usual 
YEntreet" (come in$), was within the room with the closed door 
behind him. He went up to his where his son was standing, who 
felt almost shocked, and extended his hand, saying; "Son, I 
have come to pay you a visite I have been called to an impor- 
tant business engagement that requires my personal presence." 
The only thing which the son could say was "Father, I am happy 
that you have come, and I hope that you business call will 
prove profitable." Nothing more was said by either until they 
heard the sound of a bell. Ilie asked his son why the bell 
rang at that time of day, and he was informed that it was lunch- 
time. At that Ilie asked his son to join him for lunch at any 
restaurant he wished to goe ‘Zhe son however had made other en- 


gagements, and he said; "Father dear, not today. I made an 
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appointment for 40-day's luncheon sometime ago with a few of my 
schoolmates and it would be dishonorable for me not to appear. 
But I shall dine with you at the Kaisehoff Hotel at eight o' 
cloek and shall remain with you just two hours, for at ten o' 
Clock I must be back in the dormitory". Ilie betrayed no sign 

of displeasure, but on the contrary, he wished his son 4 pleasant 
time and departed. 

After leaving his son, Ilie ealled on a private detective 
agency and procured the services of one of its men. His instruc- 
tions to the detective were 40 follow his son after leaving the 
Keisehoff Hotel and as soon as he had made certain where his son 
went to return to the hotel and report to him. the detective was 
given detailed information where father and son would be sitting 
in the lobby of the hotel from about nine P.M. on, and prior to 
the sam's departure the detective was to obtain, by himself, a 
full description of young Sigur. 

At about 9:50 P.M., the two Sigurs shook hands and each 
went his way, the father to his room and the son into the street. 
In front of the hotel young Sigur took a cab and the detective 
took the next one. Little dreaming that he was being pursued, 
in about fifteen minutes, young Sigur's cab stopped in front of 
a small house, paid the coachman and dismissed him. ‘fhe detec- 
tive made certain of the number of the house and immediately re- 


turned to the Kaiserhoff Hotel and reported to jlie. What move 
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to make next, Ilie could not decide at the moment, therefore 
he instructed the detective to find out who lived in the house 
where his son had gone and to report to him the next day at 
noon. 

The next day the detective reported that a young woman ab- 
out twenty-one or twenty-two years of age lived in that house. 
She had been married and her support came from a young man, whose 
father was a wealthy Roumanian. Her name was Margaret Schnitzler. 

At about 1;00 P.M. young Sigur called at his father's hotel 
where they had a luncheon engagement. Before they went to the 
dining room young Sigur said: "Father, before you leave Vienna, I 
assume you will leave ina day or two, for Roumania, I wish you 
would leave me two thousand Gulden (a Gulden or Ducat was the 
equivalent of about fifty cents in United States money). I owe 
that much to various students for money borrowed and lost in 
foolish card games." Without giving any indication as to how his 
son's request for money affected him, Ilie told his son tmt it 
was time for lunch. During the luncheon [lie asked his son what 
progress he has made in his studies and whether he had decided 
which one of the many professions he preferred to follow. Young 
Sigur told his father that he considered himself me of the best 
students in his class and that after graduating from that school 
he would prefer to enter a medical school. His ambition was to 


become a good surgeon. (he fact was that the Director of the 
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school gave Ilie an unfavorable report regarding his son's 
standing in the class). iuncheon being over, the two returned 
to Ilie's room. After a few moments Ilie said; "Son, you and 
I are leaving Vienna to-morrow. Go to your darmitory and pack 
all your things. it is now 2;30 P.M. At four o'clock {I shall 
call for you. Before you leave the school we shall call on the 
Director and settle the account to date, and from the students 
from whom you borrowed money, give me a list of their names and 
the amount of money you owe to each and when we reach home you 
will mail bank-drafts to all". 

After listening to his father's instructions the young fel- 
low could not utter a syllable. He almost fainted. All he could 
say was: "Why, father?" But tlie had made up his mind to rescue 
his son from a youthful escapade and he was fully resolved on 
that step. Young Sigur kmew that his father's decision could not 
possibly be over-ruled and to defy him was out of the question, 
therefore without saying a single ward to any one, not even to 
his inamorata, he obeyed his father and the next day they were 
both on the way to Roumania. 

When they reached home, ilie had a confidential talk with 
his wife and about three weeks later they were all bound for the 
United States. After landing in New York they rested about one 
week and made weparations for their journey to San Francisco 


where Ilie had a brother who had emigrated some years previous. 
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After arriving in San Francisco, and in a fatherly fashion, 
Tlie told his son all that he had learned about him while he was 
a student in Vienna. Nevertheless, if he was sincere in his de- 
Cision to become a surgeon he would give him another chance. Young 
Sigur assured his father that he was certain in his own mind that 
he wanted to become a surgeon. In about seven years, at the age 
of about twenty-six years Ivan was a full fledged physician and 
surgeon. For some years he was quite successful. He married 
when thirty years old ad has two children, one son and one daugh- 
ter. Shortly after the collapse of the stock mrket in 1929 his 
Wife died and ever since he has had great difficulty in obtain- 
ing sufficient incom from his medical practice to secure at 
least the necessities of life for himself and his two children. 
He is competent in his profession, industrious, and free from 
vices. His few remaining patients cannot afford to pay him, and 
his children can secure no remunerative work. They are both tak- 


ing commercial courses in night schools. 
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Ghica Vladimirescu was born in Braila, Roumania. When he 
was about six years of age, he asked his father to buy a violin 
in order that he might learn to play that instrument. it seems 
that Ghica was a lover of music. His father, however, refused 
to yield to the youngster's entreaties upon the ground that he 
aid not want a gypsy in the family. Now it is true that most mu- 
sicians, especially the good ones, in Roumania were at one time 
mostly gypsies, ami therefore, it was not in accordance with so- 
cial custom for a wnite boy to study music and to play any musical 
instrument. Girls on the other hand, particularly of the wealth- 
ier class, might be instructed to play the piano, but a boy's ca- 
reer was destined for more unaesthetic vocations. Not having been 
able to persuade his father to change his mind, the youngster con- 
tinued his studies in a private school until he reached the age 
of about seventeen years, when, taking advantage of his father's 
absence, he closed his books and left the school for good. There- 
upon he enlisted in the army with the express understanding that 
he was to be attached to any regiment's musical band in order to 
becom a musicians 

But Ghica being too ignorant and with no experience whatso- 
ever in worldly matters, he learned too late that an Army musical 
band had neither string nor piano musical instruments; therefore, 


he ma to learn to play the next best musical instrument which, 
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according to the musical band's conductor, was a clarinet. Not 
many months elapsed before the new musical recruit mastered that 
instrument. Indeed, the band's conductor was so pleased with his 
pupil that the former gave the latter the privilege of his own 
home, where most of the music was written for the respective musi- 
cal instruments from a score. (he art of printing music was not 
in full use at that time). And when the conductor was certain 
that his new pupil was acquainted with the ranges of every musical 
instrument, the former often gave the baton to the latter to lead 
the band. 

For about two and one half years Ghica was a musician in an 
army musical band in Roumania, and during most of that time his 
father tried his utmost to dissuade him from continuing such an 
unprofitable as well as socially despised vocation, but the son 
continued with his carger on the grounds that he could not secure 
his discharge. 

At this time, a new angle developed. Ghica's mother divorced 
his father, married again, and shortly thereafter emigrated to the 
United States and established themselves in New York. For about 
fifteen years Ghica had not heard from his mother and one day a 
letter was delivered to him from her wherein she wrote to the ef- 
fect that she wold provide him with all the necessary transporta- 
tion if he will ask for his discharge from the army musical band 


and come to the United States where he could become almost anything 
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he desired. After consulting with his father regarding the con- 
tents of his mother's letter, father and son agreed that it would 
be best for the latter's future to accept his mother's offer. Ac- 
cordingly, after considerable effort Ghica was discharged from the 
army, and in the year 1891 he emigrated to the United States. 

Ghica, when he arrived in the United States spoke Roumanian, 
French and German fluently, but hardly aword of the English lan- 
guage. Nevertheless, he applied himself industriously to the study 
of English, and after about one year in the United States he not 
only could speak and write that language well, bat he passed a ri- 
gid examination before the Board of regents of the State of New 
York and secured a certificate certifying that he was capable of 
registering as a law student in any university in the state of. 
New York. Thereafter he did matriculate at a university, and af- 
ter studying two years (the required period of study for a license 
to practise law), he was graduated with the degree of LLB. 

But Ghica was too ambitious. He was not guite content with 
being a lawyer--he wanted to be a medico-legal expert. Therefore, 
he had to begin the study of medicine, in order to obtain the de- 
gree of M.D. Accordingly, he began to study medicine, an& after 
four years the degreé of M.D. was conferred upon him. Then it 
dawned upon him that as 4 medico-legal expert he would not be 
able to earn enough to keep the proverbial wolf away from his 


door. He thus engaged in the practice of medicine exclusively. 
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But to his great regret, he had no liking whatever for this pro- 
fession, emd after practising about seven years he abandoned it. 
For sometime thereafter he tried his hand at writing, but the 
environment around him then was against him and he lacked the 

will power to change his environment. Following this, he wrote 
comments on the decisions of the courts of last resort of the 
forty-eight states for about two years, and for the last twenty- 
five years he has been engaged in the practice of law. To be hon- 
est about it, Ghica must confess that he not only does not shine 
as a lawyer, but he sometimes does not know how to keep the "wol- 
ves" away from his door. His opinion is that parents should as- 
certain what a child likes to become in the complicated conditions 


of human society, and to yield to his yearning. 


a 


os atut oor snot ate Mandal os wae 
: tt Perobasds od exzey aovee ¢vode saisttona aefte San a 
| edt dad .yattinw ts fast eid deitt ed sottsoredt athe on x 
eid bexosf ed baa mid tentege eew mode att oawons ¢ remnos.ty a : 
ofouw'ed ,eide pudmotiot «¢ueanorives-eid. sgnado.o¢ xon0g | 

edt Yo Proset teal to etswoo sedi splbpinliiciondosps 08 
wyedow? tol edt wi bas .areey owt svods roe eotate t ah mot 
-od 06 0% wal TO sotto ary eat 2 amen sek al t a 
axtie toa aeoh ylao ton od tadd egetmon ¢eum Seidd ti taods tes 
~Low" esl? qoex od wont wom tom seob somltemoe af tod ,xoymal 288 
~e% biveda etaevag ¢edt ef sotmtge etd . mod eid gout He Seer 4 
esnotsibmoo Deiaoiigaoo ent af emoved oe aetil £Lino a ¢adw atatTse ; 


-aittorasy ets ot Bkeiy of bas LW? ei0 oe semed to 
Be 


Fr at ee 


sat 8 lnma’e » 


oem 


: 
yi me Us ily? 


: ” ie 
(i mn | ee a 


{ 
oa v. ie uee 9 7 
' t 


; a 
+3 6G vw oe oe 
my 
a 


I was born in Piatra-olti, Rumania, and went to private 
Schools. liy grand-parents lived in Craiova and every vacation I 
went there. fhe house on the strada Mihel was near the parcul 
Bibescu, one of the nicest place outside Sinai in the East. Not 
far from Craiova I had one uncle in Orsova snd I often went there 
as i had fun watching the custom officers on duty. Well school 
there is, I think, the same as a boarding school here. We had 
fun in our own way even though we only could stay outside four 
hours with permission. Very few times my parents or my uncle did 
drive up to see me. Well,when I was fifteen i could converse in 
French as well as a Fremchman. We have French from ten years and 
study German also from about the age of twelve, but I can't ma- 
nage that. 

I think everybody wants to go to Paris in my part of the 
country, everybody who has= enough banis. We had a store and I 
was twice with my par@mts in Bucarest. It is called Little Pa- 
ris, but I did not like it. I was peda in figures and so I went 
to work in the bank (being what you call a teller here) for two 
years and met very few strangers, as you know only salesmen or 
artists and a few engineers are here and no tourists. 

When I had served six years in military service I went to 


Paris in a store where the proprietor was a friend of ours and 


stayed there until 1923. I went home in May as my father died, 
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and I settled my affairs. fhen I left with my mother for Paris. 
We decided to try our luck in America, as we had sold out and 
understood you could make good business in Amrica. When we ar- 
rived in New York we were as ignorant as could be and so we did 
stay at what you call the bowery, I think. Soon we found a few 
Roumanians and the ins and outs about keeping a store. After a 
couple of months we were near Third and Canal Streets, having a 
little store with men's furnishings--sort of a haberdashery. 
Everything went fine, but when i lost my mother, [ felt ra- 
ther lonesome and sold out and had everything ready to go to Ca- 
lifornia. Well it was strange for me to move, but i thought I 
would forget quicker, as I could not very well manage all alone. 
In San Francisco I had nothing but bad luck. First I went into 
partnership with a lady and lost out the better wrt of my money 
as she left me flat with bills to pay, which i had long been 
thinking had been paid. Well, I opened up another store and had 
a haberdashery down Market Street. i ran across another woman 
and it was I that paid dearly for that. I had hervin the shop 
and to make the story short she went off witha customer and as 
much cash as was left as she had this planned and got away with 


it. 


I am a single man now and think that I will soon move to 
the East again as i just made the discovery that 1 have no more 


eash to start here and the few belongings 1 own will carry me to 
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New York. i should say depression and women hit me hard here. 
You see I never did kmow that here it goes up and down, but cer- 
tainly I am not dom yet. I just learned my lesson. i think in 
about four months I will have everything settled here and I find 
only one way out if I don't want to taste the worst here. It was 
a big surprise to me to see the United States ina depression. 

In small stores I think you see the customers dwindle first. I 
thought never to see miseries here as only old Hurope is known 
for near pauper state and everybody in Hurope is looking upon the 
United States as the comtry with the most money circulating. 

As long as a person has cash, the whole world is only a small 
city and everyone can move wherever one likes to shift. I have 
not come in touch with many Roumanians here (in San Francisco). 
Over in New York there are more and in Paris you find them all 
year round. 

Yes, I did once take out first papers here, but when business 
became bad, I let it go. i see, with money you can get everything 
everywhere except peace. i think a fellow of my age ought to mar- 
ry and many a sorrow would never appear. I trust times for every- 
body here will change soon because i think it is about time for 
a little sunshine f@ all things in this world. i have nothing to 
complain about--everything here is but on a gambling table. One 


can take it or leave it. 
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A.C. was born in 1901 in the city of Braila, Koumania. Her 
father was Roumanian and her wother a Turk who became a Christian 
upon her marriage. Her father was a government official of the 
province. A's life was spent in the official society of which 
her father and mother were leaders. When she was about ten years 
old she begged her father to let her accompany him on his travels. 
She travelled extensively through the old kingdom of Rouwmania. 
Much of the travelling was done on horseback or in rude peasant 
carts. She, therefore, at an early age absorbed the wealth of 
folk-lore of the Roumanian countryside. 

She knows ali the folk customs and their history and the rea- 
son they exist. She knows the correct ways to embroider and cross- 
stitch the peasant embroideries. She started at the age of fif- 
teen to collect folk-songs and she has an amazing collection. 

At the age of sixteen she was sent to Paris to complete her 
education. She studied French Janguage, literature and music. 

For three years she remained in Paris, all during the exciting days 
of the armistice and peace negotiations. 

When she returned to Koumania, it was toa greater Houmania. 
She continued her studies of folk customs and music and travelled 
throughout Bessarabia and fransylvania. In 1926 she married an 
aviator in the Roumanian army. Not long after, because of some 


trouble with his superior officers, he resigned his commission 
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am left the country. He went first to Constantinople where he 
soon fell in with a company of Jewish merchants and he accompa- 
nied them as advisor and secretary to india and China. 

In Shanghai he felt that his life was wrong and that he 
should build anew. So he sent for his wife and together they 
sailed for America, landing in San Francisco in July 1929. ‘whey 
soon found themselves in dire straits. whey could not contact 
anyone whom they considered of their class. fhey had no one of 
any education or culture with whom to talk. They had no money 
for theatres or books or music, and they even had scarcely enough 
to eat. in desperation, A. appealed to the Y.W.C.A., with the 
work of which she was familiar through her contacts with it in 
Roumania. They gave her a chance to organize classes in folk 
dancing and also a market for her peasant enbroideries. 

In 1931 her husband obtained a job as a mechanic in the 
Ford plant in Oakland. He has worked himself up to a fine posi- 
tion, because of his kmowledge of aeroplane engines. After two 
years of hard work by both of them, they were able to buy a home 
in Oakland and to raise their financial coniitions to a level.of 
security. 

A. still does colorful embroideries in her spare time which 
she sells to a shop in town. She also gives concerts and presen- 
tations of folk dancing for clubs and private parties. She has a 


stunning collection of Roumanian costums. Once 4 year, at the 
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Roumanian ball she wears one of these costumes, and sings the 
songs of her country. Both she and her husband have become Ameri- 
can citizens and are grateful to this country for a new life. 

They have one child, a girl of four. It is the wish of the pa- 
rents that she may be a good American and yet love the country 

of her ancestry. Already she can dance the old country dances 


and sing some of the simpler folk songs. 
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Jacob Mathias was one of the handsomest men in Roumania. 
His birthplace was in the city of Bucharest. His father was 
a church deacon and he had a number of children. 

When Jacob was twenty-five years of age, he was appointed 
& telegraph operator and assigned to ome of the government's 
offices. This was an unusual honor (sixty or more years ago) 
for one of Jacob's age. Asa telegraph operator in one of the 
government's offices he had to wear a uniform and cap with much 
gold-braid. 

it may be that psychologists know the reason why many of 
the human female sex crave the Companionship of men who wear 
uniforms and caps with gold-braid, or even only with brass but- 
tons, but even Jacob Mathias admits that they do. At any rate, 
after he donned the uniform with gold-braid and secured prac- 
tically a life position, a few daughters of wealthy families 
and some others whose families were not so rich but just com- 
fortable, were sending matchmakers to him. But Jacob had an 
eye for, in fact, he becam infatuated with, a married lady a- 
bout his own age, who was also one of the Roumanian beauties. 

in Roumania the winters are long and the days are short, 
ami life for the idle, @ almost idle, humans, is rather mono- 


tonous. wherefore, during the winter months hardly a week 


passes without one or two tesquerade balls where the elite re- 
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gale themselves with "wine, women (or men), and song." Danc- 
ing is merely a side recreation for the lover, or would-be 
lover, during which they make appointments for clandestine 
meetings. At all the masquerade balls may be found many of 
the rich and some government functionaries and such other who 
belong to neither class yet by some chance secure invitations 
and tickets for admission. 

Jacob, being a government functionary, could secure entree 
to any one of the many masquerade balls, and also secure tick- 
ets for a friend. Yo me of them Jacob contrived to invite the 
married lady who had often seem him pass her house. When pass- 
ing the house, which was usually at a definite time of the day, 
if Jacob saw the lady at a window, he would raise his official 
cap, which was trimmed with a wide gold-braid, by way of greet- 
ing her. Needless to say that must have pleased the lady for 
she often bowed her head low in recognition of Jacob's greet- 
ing. We do not know what excuse the lady gave to her husband 
for absenting herself from home that evening, but, according 
to Jacob's information, the lady did appear at the ball fully 
masked. At the ball she recogized her newly found friend by 
the costume he wore, a description of which was contained in 
the invitation he had contrived to place in her possession. 

There is an old proverb in Roumania to the effect that, 


if a breakable vessel is used often enough, it will somehow 
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break after a certain length of time. And so it was with the 
unnamed lady's erstwhile happy home. ‘that is to say, the oft- 
ener she met Jacob, the more enamored she became of him and 
vice versa, and in due time she and her husband separated. 
That event cost Jacob his govermment position, as the lady's 
husband filed charges against him with the government. in 
due time, also, the lady's husband secured a divorce and the 
custody of their one child. Not long after the divorce, the 
government discharged Jacob from his, practically, life-job. 

As soon as he was discharged. by the government, Jacob 
married the divorcee and together they emigrated to the Unit- 
ed States and settled in New York city. 

In Roumania the telegraph system was, in Jacob's day, 
and for all that the writer knows to the contrary, still is, 

a government monopoly. Therefore, having been discharged by - 
reason of moral terpitude, Jacob not being capable of earn- | 
ing a living for himself and his wife by means of his pro- 

fession, to say nothing of the disgrace he deliberately 

brought upon his own near and dear (parents, brothers, Sisters, 

friends, etc.) he had to leave the country. 

In the United States Jacob had to familiarize himself with 
the English language. (He had a smattering knowledge of it be- 
fore leaving Xoumania. 


As soon as he did so, a Roumanian, who had befriended him 
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and who was long a resident in New York city, succeeded in se- 
curing for him a position with the Hlevated Railroad System of 
that city as a ticket seller and also a télegraph operator. 
Jacob's weekly wages at the beginning were nominal, for the 
reason that he only worked extra shifts, sometimes two or three 
days a week, but after about one year he secured a permanent 
night shift. ‘he steady night shift made it possible for Ja- 
cob and his frugal wife to establish a nice hom for themselves. 

For ten long years Jacob stuck to that position, the hours 
of whieh were fran 7:00 Pelie until 7:00 Ali. and feeling that 
he could not endure it any longer, and having saved up about 
two thousand dollars, he first resigned, and then told his wife, 
that he had decided to establish himself in some business in 
California. He also told her that he selected San Francisco 
as their next place of residence. After disposing of such ar- 
ticles as could not be readily and profitably shipped to Cali- 
fornia, they left New York City. 

Not having been a merchant, or kmowing anything about mer- 
cantile matters, Jacob could not mke up what business to en- 
gage in after he reached California, and his savings were dis~-- 
appearing fast. After a heart to heart talk with his wife, the 
latter suggested to him to forget business and apply for a posi- 


tion with one of the telegraph companies. After revolving the 


matter in his own head for abmt a week, he did apply far a posi- 
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tion with a local telegraph company, and being an expert tele- 
graph operator, as well as possessing first class credentials, 
he @id not lose much time before he was engagede 

Jacob remained with the telegraph company until he reached 


the age of sixty-five years, and then he was retired on half 


pay 
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Some individuals who know, or at any rate, think that 
they know, say that musicians are born, but never, or seldom 
made. Of course, it depends upon how one would define the 
word musician. Beethoven was a musician; but so also is des+ 
ignated one who can blow into a musica] instrument or pound 
& piano. And yet what a vast difference between the two; in 
fact, one can hardly be excused fo compring the two "musi- 
cians". 

Be that as it may, however, there is no doubt that George 
Lupescu was born a musician, and at the age of eight year he 
used to beg his father to buy him a violin. But his father 
was @ more or less prosperous merchant in a small village most- 
ly inhabited by gypsies, many of whom were ekeing out an exis- 
wence by meams of their screetching violins. ‘fherefore, when- 
ever George would implore his father to procure for him a vio+- 
lin, the latter used to say: "Son, there will be no gypsy in 
my family. Forget it." But, although a period of about six- 
ty years elapsed since, George neither forgot about it, nor 
in his heart, forgave his father for it. 

Besides the fact that most musicians were gypsies in [u- 
pescu's native country Roumania, there was also a sort of so- 


Cial.ostracism existant for any white male who took lessons in 


music. the males in a family were trained so that they could 
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carry on their father's trade @ professim. in other words, 
geniuses, even though born such, were not at all encouragede 
fherefore, ou subject of this biography ae to study subjects 
in which he was not at all interested. 

Tt is a trite saying that a horse can be led to a trough 
but it cannot be made to drink, ami so iupescu, although he 
went to school regularly, absorbed very little of the many sub- 
jects he was taught. A time came when he could no longer in- 
hale the atmosphere of a schoolroom, and one day he decided to 
disappear. But where to go, and what to do he had no concep- 
tion until something took place that gave him an idea. 

In Roumania, as perhaps in other countries, an army regi- 
ment has a full musical band attached to it. One day a regi- 
ment was passing through the town where iupescu lived and while 
the train on which the regiment was entrained was at the sta- 
tion awaiting orders to proceed, the band was playing marches, 
waltzes and other musical compositims. After the band ceased 
playing and the train started to move, the idea came to George 
Iupescu to join that regiment's musical band. One day George 
walked the six kilometers to the next town where that regiment 
was transported to occupy the army poste 

The Kapelmeisters (directors, am leaders) of army musical 
bands in Roumania were always eager to recruit young boys, be- 


cause they became good musicans. ‘The average mature and raw 
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recruit who was assiged to the musical band was well nigh in- 
possible to train. Moreover, by the time the mture recruit 


was taught to play a musical instrument more or less satisfac- 


torily, his term of compulsory military service was nearly at 
an end, but the youngsters who voluntarily enrolled in the ar- 
my musical bands were invariably intelligent and quick to 
learn. Therefore, when George Lupescu presented himself for 
voluntary service in the army band, he was errolled instantly. 

After being accepted and enrolled and dressed in a uni- 
form, Lupescu discovered that an army musical band had nei ther 
violins nor any other kind of string instruments, not even pia- 
nose After dis cussing the matter with the band jeader, Lupescu 
told him that he wanted to quit and return home, but the band 
leader said to the new recruit: "You can neither quit nor re- 
turn home. You are now a full fledged soldier, and you must 
obey orders. My arder is that you shall study either the cla- 
rinet or the flute. Choose either instrument as you have no 
other alternative." Two days later om George Lupescu vas 
blowing into a elarinet with all his strength. in less than 
Six months Lupescu was a good clarinet player. ; 

Having discovered that iupescu had talent for music, the 
leader of the musical band assigned him to copy the notes of 


& musical band scare, for ach instrument. ‘There was at that 


time only one printed score for an entire band or orchestra, 
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and the music for the various instruments had to be copied 
from the score for each instrummt. fhis became iupescu's 
daily occupation, in addition to playing in the band occa- 
Sionally. 

For about two years he stuck to his soldierly duty; but 
it wasn't the career he was anxious for. He wanted to be a 
composer of music and a first class violin o@ piano player. 
The clarinet was not the music instrument he cared to play, 
nor did he relish his other function, namely to copy from a 
score the notes for the various band instruments. ‘therefore, 
while he was visiting his home town on a short furlough, he 
confided in his father that soldier a no soldier, he had 
made up his mind to leave Roumania and go to America. At the 
same time he asked his father whether he could and would spare 
him enough money for the trip. ‘he momey was promised to him 
providing he himself would devise ways and means of crossing 
the border from Roumania into Galicia, which latter province 


was under the suzerainity of Austria-Hungary. 


Before leaving, his father have him one hundred franks, 
and also a letter addressed to oe of his friends and business 
associates woo lived in krakau, a town in Galicia. The letter 
was a request that a certain sum should be advanced to his son, 
George Lupescu, as soon as he reached that city. the elder 


[Tupescu admonished his son to take good care of that letter as 
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well as have it well hidden in his clothing and as soon as he 
was ready to entrain for Berlin, to send a certain code tele- 
gram, the words of which the former handed to the latter, un- 
Signed. 

fo cover a distance of about two hundred miles, it took 
George five days and many anxious moments, to say nothing of 
some bribe money which he had payed to a smuggler before he 
srossed the border between KXoumania and Galicia. But he final- 
ly crossed the border, as well as escaped all hazards. ‘{here- 
after he was free to travel by means of a false passport. 

In due time George reached New York City where he soon 
found many Roumanians, most of whom were ever anon ready and wilz- 
ing to help a new Roumanian immigrant. After resting a few days 
from the long jouents (he was fifteen days on the "fast" steamer 
between Bremen and New York), he was "apprenticed" to a cap-maker, 
and in six weeks he learned the trade. He worked at that trade 
for about me year and in addition to the money he had left from 
the amount his father's friend and business associate of Krakau 
gave him, he had a total of about four hundred dollars. 

While living in New York City he became acquainted with a 
man about two years older than himself, and the two decided to 
go to California where the "gold fever" had not fully abated. 
They lemded in San Francisco, after travelling for weeks under 


a covered wagon, but they could not see any gold anywhere, ex- 
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cept in banks, or around a roulette wheel, or upon the bar of 
a saloon. ‘They asked where they might pick up some gold, and 
they were told to take a pick and shovel and look for it some- 
where in the mountains. ‘They finally gave up the idea of pick- 
ing gold in the streets, and they opened a small book and sta- 
tionery store. They were successful from the very beginning un- 
4il the earthquake and fire of 1906 completely destroyed it. 
The insurance company which covered their business did not pay 
up, and George iupescu and his partner were well-nigh penniless. 
In San Francisco George married and ld two children, both 
sous. The sons are today struggling fo@ an existence and their 
father and mother are subjects of charity. iver since the 1906 
catastrophe in San Francisco George could not rehabilitate him- 


self, and he tried hard enough. 
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Carol Friedmann, a native of Roumania, sixty-two years of 
age, has lived in San Francisco about forty-two years. He emi- 
grated to the United States shortly after the twentieth year in 
consequence of information he had derived from the studies while 
a student at a private school in the town of Ploesti, where he 
was born. 

two subjects interested him more than any other when he was 
not quite fifteen years of age, namely history and geography. 
fhe reason for this preference, he says, was the face that he was 
anxious to know in which one of the many countries one cold grow 
up to become a man and enjoy the privileges of life and liberty 
without being harrassed by the government under which he then 
lived. In his native country he would have had to become a sol- 
dier, and eventually a nobody, unless he had been a member of a 
certain class and that meant the rich. 

From his interest in the two subjects mentioned, he learned 
of many countries other than the United States, where one could 
as it were, live his own life; but, at that time Huropean Steam- 
Ship Companies were outbidding each other in the attempt to car- 
ry as many emigrants (most of whom travelled in the so-called 
steerage class), from the various European ports to the United 
States. 


Shortly after attaining the age of eighteen years, Fried- 
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mann graduated from the private school and could continue to 
study only by going to vierma or Berlin, but his father had not 
the means for that purpose. Therefore, he became a clerk ina 
grain brokerage house in a port city known as Braila. While 
thus employed he daily came in contact with officers of grain- 
carrying steamers from practically every port in the workd, a 
few of whom took qiite a fancy to him. 

One day he mentioned to ons of the captains who was in com- 
mand of an English ship of his great desire to leave Roumania 
for the United States, and the latter said; "I expect to be 
back in about two months, and, if you then still have the desire 
to emigrate, and if you will be ready to sail with my ship, I 
shall take you as far as Liverpool. At that port, i shall se- 
cure for you passage to New York through some one of my many 
friends vho are in command of steamers plying between those two 
cities". Friedmann thanked the captain heartily, and said that 
he would be ready to sail when the latter retumed. 

Friedmann, of course, had to convey the information of his 
intention to Roumania to his parents, for, unlike in this day 
and age, young men, at any rate, the great majority of them had 
much respect for their parents' feelings at that time. Hence, 
instead of writing to them, he told his employer that he wanted 
to visit his parents during some forthcoming holidays, and he 


was given leave of absence far one week. 
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After reaching home Friedmann did not broach the subject 
for which he made the journey, but gave some valid excuse for 
it. he next day, however, when he was alone with his mother, 
he told her the real reason for his visit. His mother, of 
course, instantly shed tears, but she never uttered a word that 
might have intimated to her son to change his mind. All she 
said was that he should tell his father, who perhaps knew best 
what would be for his benefit in the future. 

The very seme day hs went to this father's place of busi- 
ness, and, finding the latter unengaged, he 4 met Welly told him 
the object of his journey. After listening to his son's inten- 
tion and the reasons for it, the father said: "My son, i Patvner 
expected that the time would come when you would be dissatisfied 
with the political and social comitions in this country; there- 
fore, I am hot at ali surprised at what you told me, and since 
it would be your duty to pesent yourself to the army authori- 
ties for conscription, Iam rather glad that you thought about 
the matter and made your decision. All that I am able to wish 
you is good luck to your future in the new country and when you 
Will be ready to leave I shall try to spare you .a small sum of 
money ." 

Six weeks later Friedmann was on a steamer bound for Liver- 
pool, the captain who had made him the promise returning sooner 


than he had anticiwted. 
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fwo days after reaching Liverpool the captain secured pas- 
sage f@ rriedmann on a steamer bound for New York. While cross- 
ing the Atlantic Friedmann made the acquaintance of a young man, 
older than himself whose home was in California, and the latter 
described that state in such glowing terms that the former de- 
cided they should make the journey together. But when they went 
toa railroad ticcet office in New York City to purchase tickets 
for California, Friedmann discovered that the money he still had 
was not sufficient to purchase a ticcet far even half the dis- 
tance between New York City and San Franeisco. Instantly his com- 
panion sensed friedmann's predicament and taking him aside, the 
former said: "If you are short of money do not hesitate to tell 
me, for I can secure as much money as i want by means of a letter 
of credit I carry. I am sure that you will repay me the money 
after you will be in California a little while. Of course, t#ried- 
mann had become attached to the young man as they continually 
discussed many subjects in a language they both spoke fluently, 
namely German; hence the former did not hesitate to confide in 
the latter of his insufficient means. After tickets were bought 
they spent three days in New York City, and then they were on 
their way. 

When they reached San Francisco the young man (the real Ca- 
lifornian of a long since past age), took Carol to his own home, 


and introduced him to his parents and a sister about sixteen years 
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years of age. He was asked to remain with them as a guest un- 
til he was rested from the long journey and decided upon some 
plan for the future. Of course, Friedmann, for lack of money, 
was constrained to accept the invitation with many hearty thanks. 
fwo days later Friedmann learned that his host was in the 
grain business, and that his son was his associate. Bi-annually 
the son went to Liverpool to discuss, with their associates lo- 
cated in that city, matters pertaining to the grain business. 

During their trip from Liverpool to San Francisco, Fried- 
mann had mentioned to the young man that he had been a clerk in 
@ grain bookerage office in Roumania. 

One day the young man said to his father: "Friedmann is a 
nice chap and I am very fond of him. Why not give him a chance 
in our own office?" Thereupon his father said; "I, too, am 
fond of him, and so is mother, but he speaks a very broken Eng- 
lish." Then said the young man; "Father dear, Friedmann will 
speak a better English than either you or I in less than one 
year. In the meantime we can use him as a time-keeper." "0O.K,", 
said the father to his son, "have your ow way in the matter." 
In less than a week, Friedmann was asked to report for work. 

His weekly pay was fixed at twenty dollars, and he was to room 
and board with a family whose members were friems of his employ- 
ers. 


Like many other emigrants to the United States from Rouma- 
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nia, who had received a thprough fundamental education in their 
native country, especially a good knowledge of the German and 
French languages, it was easy for Friedmann to master the Eng- 
lish language as well as adapt himself to any sort of agreeable 
work. Therefore in about eight months from the time he landed 
in the United States, by mans of intensive reading of good lng- 
lish literature with the help of a good dictionary, Carol spoke 
@ fairly good English, and he was transferred to the office 
where he was appointed cashier. Yhenceforward Friedmann's pro- 
gress was fast, and at the end of his first year with the firm 
he became one of the firm's buyers. 

In the meantime the junior member of the firm treated hin, 
not only as a friend, but made him his steady companion. They 
both like good literature; they both liked billiard and chess; 
they both aw joyed a good show; they both were very fond of mu- 
Sic; and last, but not least, neither of them gambled nor drank. 
Lhey were both continually absorbed in the grain business, and 
after business how's, either they engaged in intellectual pur- 
suits or some innocent diversion once a week, and some weeks 
Friedmann had to appear for dinner at his employers' home. Oth- 
er nights he would call on his junior employer after dinner. 
Thus matters continued to the satisfaction of all parties con- 
cerned for about three years when like lightening from the sky, 


the junior member confided ihn Friedmann that he was about to 
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marry the young lady whom he often met in their home. Fried- 
mann, of course, could only do the obvious, that is, congratu- 
late his friend and benefactor heartily, but at the same time, 
he felt as if something snapped in his heart. For after marry - 
ing he could not possibly have the junior employer as his compa- 
hion. Infact, a day later; ,Friedmann said to his friend; "What 
Will become of me after you are married?" After a few seconds 
of hesitation his friend said: "Carol, you marry my sister and 
you won't regret it." ‘Two months later his junior employer was 
married, and four months later Friedmann married his employers' 


daughter and sister, respectively. 
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